1997 December 7

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Nov 30 - Dec 7, 1997 


The photo of the week shows our guests from Spain posing an average size Skeena River Chinook Salmon they landed on July 22, 1997 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Check out my latest article with lots of information and lots of "hot" links. It is simply titled "SKEENA RIVER". The URL is: 

http://www.bcadventure.com/adventure/angling/river/skeena.htm 

GOOD NEWS from our fishery management people, scheduled license fee increases for non-resident anglers have been canceled. The price to fish class 2 waters will remain at $10.00 plus 7% GST per day per person. 

The postal strike is over. Brochures are in the mail. 

The following bulletin came from my good friend Mr. John Beath. His fishing radio talk show is on KVI 570 "Talk Radio" in Seattle WA and is expanding to a radio station near you. John is also a fine outdoor writer and photographer. Congratulations John and good luck: 

"Most of my energy has been spent on the radio side of things lately. My audience has soared through good programming, marketing and the fact that I'm on one of the top 5 Seattle stations. My show is now the top-rated talk show in its time slot. And its rated #4 overall when you include all radio stations, music, news etc. 

Starting this Saturday, my show goes into syndication. My first station is a 50,000 watt powerhouse in Portland Oregon. My coverage area will now include the western half of Oregon all the way to the Canadian border. Not sure if Eastern Oregon or Eastern Washington can hear the Portland station or not. Hopefully soon I'll have an Eastern Washington station and real live audio on the net." - John Beath 

John invited me on his show last Saturday morning November 29/97. We talked about the tackle and terminal baits we use in my area. Thanks John. I enjoyed it! 

One more reminder...I received an order of our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR…and they look good! Let me know if you need any. 

We are already looking forward to next season. We’ll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Dear Gail and Noel, it is difficult to say good-bye after my fourth visit. I can only say thank you so much for every day I have lived here in the lodge. I will always remember my good fishing and stay here! Huk at en stiffener (Gammel Dansk) altid gor dagen bedre!" The last Viking, Gunnar Larsen, Denmark - September 30, 1997 

..."Good fishing, good times, good fun. See you soon!" Dan Reiner, Montreal, Quebec - September 9, 1997 

..."I will be here again!" Jerk Sonnichsen, Copenhagen, Denmark - September 23, 1997 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: None reported this week Where: 

Name of Angler: 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal. Highs to +3 and lows to +1 degrees Celsius. 

Snow conditions...none yet, little bit that fell melted. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting as soon as the water level drops to winter low. 

About two weeks ago a BIG clay bank fell into the river about two miles down stream from the lake so it will take about two weeks for it to flush out. Fishing above the slide was good but below was poor. 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Most of the runs of Coho have gone through, still may be some fall run Steelhead. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...is in good shape. The water is now very low and it’s tougher to catch the Steelhead because they spook easy. This river will close for fishing December 31 as a conservation measure. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...the upper reaches of these rivers are where the Coho Salmon are now spawning and should be left alone. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...late run Coho Salmon are in these rivers now and even some Steelhead. Water’s here now are getting very low. 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions can be seen in the following reports: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 December 14

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Dec 7 - 14, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our guest from Spain posing a Chum Salmon landed on July 23, 1997. The Spanish group were impressed with the variety of salmon species available for both fly and conventional tackle! 

Dear Fishing Friends:
One more reminder...I received an order of our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR...and they look good! Let me know if you need any. 

We are already looking forward to next season. We'll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Many thanks for the warm hospitality, fantastic fishing and food. Looking forward to the next time already!" Crispin and Cethin Davies, London, England - September 28, 1997 

..."Great time! Great weather! Great food!" Tony Neumeyer, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada - September 25, 1997 

..."Great, great food! Good friends! Good fishing! Thank you!" Joe Dacruz, Rio Vista, CA, USA - September 23, 1997 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 20- Steelhead Where: Kalum River 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...Air temperatures have been above normal. Highs to +6 and lows to +1 degrees Celsius. Lots of rain all week, but most of it stayed in the mountains as snow. 

Snow conditions...none yet, little bit that fell melted. 

Water conditions...have been fair all week. The rain did have some affect. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Both Angling Guides Gill McKeen and Randy Marshall have been doing very well fishing for Steelhead in the upper end. They report hooking a couple of 20-pounders. Very fresh fish. Looks like another healthy run is holding over in the Kalum River:-) 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Most of the runs of Coho have gone through, still may be some fall run Steelhead. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river will close for fishing December 31 as a conservation measure. Actually, with the rain, the river is not in good shape and is only borderline fishable. 

Ocean Fishing...we also guide for Salmon, Halibut, Bottom fish, and Dungeness Crab out of Prince Rupert. What is available and when is shown in fishing report: www.northwestfishingguides.com/reports/apr13_97.htm 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions can be seen in the following reports: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 December 21

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Dec 14 - 21, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows me with a very fresh, wild, bright Kalum River Buck Steelhead landed on December 18. In the excitement and the moment, I estimated it weigh over 20-pounds but Gill and Randy brought me down to reality and suggested around 15-pounds. Were they jealous? Either way, it was the BIGGEST FISH OF THE DAY:-) It is GREAT to out fish the guides once-in-a-while, not exactly in numbers or bites, but by weight!! 

Dear Fishing Friends:

 On behalf of management and everyone at Northwest Fishing Guides it’s that time of year again to wish old friends and new a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

A very short (true) fishing story! 

Randy asked me to join him and Gill for fishing on the Kalum River December 18. He said it might be the last time that he could take his jet boat out because, sooner or later, the water would be too low or there would be too much snow on the ground blocking the boat launch road. Sure enough, the next day, it snowed about ten inches. 

What a GREAT Day! We fished only five pools, out of the twenty seven possible and still managed to hook six Steelhead, landing two. Mine was the BIGGEST! See digital photo! We also hooked numerous Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout, plus Dolly’s. We hooked Steelhead in every pool we fished, more evidence that a healthy run of Steelhead is holding over for the winter. 

Randy knows his water so well that he called his float to go down and a second later...it did...and he was into another "bright" Steelhead. This fish spit the hook after dashing and jumping around everywhere! 

Thanks guys...for inviting me out fishing, even though the weather was wintery, cold and windy. Getting me away from the computer keyboards, for a days fishing, was exactly what I needed:-) 

From the photo...what do you think the fish weighed? No measurement was taken, the fish was gently unhooked and released!! 

Viva la "wild" Steelhead!! 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

One more reminder...I have received our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR...and they look good! Let me know if you need any. 

We are already looking forward to next season. We’ll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Great lodge, great cooking, great area! Rivers are fantastic and full of fish. Shame we did not catch the Steelhead, but they were there...just wanting to be caught on the fly...we’ll be back!" Ian Scadding & Lewis Mulatero, London, England - September 21, 1997 

..."Had a great time and super food. More fish next time. This time the fish won!!" Joe George, Vacaville, CA, USA - September 23, 1997 

..."Thanks for the superb care, the good guides and more than ample food. I’ll always remember catching my first Steelhead!" Paul Rosetter, San Francisco, CA, USA - September 20, 1997 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR__GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 20- pound Steelhead Where: Kalum River 

Name of Angler: Noel Gyger 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal. Highs to +3 and lows to -2 degrees Celsius. 

Snow conditions...six inches on the ground. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Both Angling Guides Gill McKean and Randy Marshall have been doing very well fishing for Steelhead in the upper end. They report hooking a couple of 20-pounders. Very fresh fish. Looks like another healthy run is holding over in the Kalum RiverJ I can confirm this because I went fishing with them. 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Most of the runs of Coho have gone through, still may be some fall run Steelhead. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river will close for fishing December 31 as a conservation measure. Best to let the "true" summer-run Steelhead winter over in peace and spawn the same. 

Ocean Fishing...we also guide for Salmon, Halibut, Bottom fish, and Dungeness Crab out of Prince Rupert. What is available and when is shown in fishing report: www.northwestfishingguides.com/reports/apr13_97.htm 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions can be seen in the following reports: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 December 28

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Dec 21 - 28, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows a fly caught Copper River Steelhead being gently released back into the river. As a conservation measure this river closes for angling December 31st. Let us hope that the run, beginning in August, will be as strong next year as it was this year! 

Dear Fishing Friends:

 One more reminder...I have received our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR...and they look good! Let me know if you need any. 

We are looking forward to next season. We will be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. Best Steelheading should last until the end of April or until the water rises. When the water rises we lose a few good Steelhead pools. Down from 27 to ten. The higher water should bring in fresh early runs of Chinook Salmon and for a time you have a chance to hook both Steelhead and Chinook on the same day. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. Thanks. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Bountiful meals, helpful guides and gracious hosts. We enjoyed our British Columbia experience, bears and all. Can’t wait to receive the Internet transmission of my Steelhead photo!" Donna Mason, San Francisco, CA, USA - September 21, 1997 

..."What a treat it has been to meet and be with you folks. Gail, we appreciate the good care you took of us. Sure love your area!" Ann & Gale Nadeau Rochester, NY, USA - September 14, 1997 

..."Always will remember the people, the good, good food, the fun we had together as a family. I caught a 25.5-pound Steelhead across from China Spit (38 inches long and 19.25 inch girth) WOW!!" Ruby, Ivan, Chad and Wade Jaques, Bountiful, UT, USA - September 14, 1997 

In Guide (God) we trust...I always mix those two up 

Just when you think you’ve caught all the fish in the world that have as much heart as a Blue Marlin...you land in NORTHWEST BRITISH COLUMBIA and you are headed for the Kalum River. The following morning you wake up in the lodge and you are thinking "OK, what tackle do I want to use today?" BETTER YET, what the heck am I fishing for anyway? OK, it’s March 27th, that’s right. I am here for B.C. Steelhead and I am at Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge. I can smell bacon, eggs and coffee! OK, you just met Gail, what a cook and what a breakfast! I hope the Steelheading is half as good. Well it’s time to go fishing, let’s see, I’ve got my weight 8,9,10 fly rods, my float rod, my spinning rod, spinners, fly’s, waders. OK, let’s go. Hold it! Where is my guide? He’s in the truck and the boat is already hooked up! We’re going fishing! 9:30 A.M.– fish on! Life is good! 9:50 A.M. fish on again! Holy #@&+~ what a fish!! It’s made three good runs and I haven’t seen my float or the beginning of my 10-pound test leader for ten minutes. My guide puts us on shore for the big landing. Five minutes later my faithful guide is getting ready to tail the Buck Steelhead. "At least 20-pounds," he announces. One minute later he say’s we’ve got him! What a dream! I’m still in bed!! 

Hey, I CAN DREAM !!!!!! by Gilly the Guide (Gill) McKean 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR__FAIR__GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 20-pound Steelhead Where: Copper River 

Name of Angler: Gilly the Guide:-) 

Weather...Air temperatures have been higher than normal. Highs to +5 and lows to +1 degrees Celsius. Tiny bit of snow, mostly rain. So far, a very mild winter! 

Snow conditions...three inches on the ground and melting. 

Water conditions...have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Both Angling Guides Gilly (Gill) McKean and Randy Marshall have been doing very well fishing for Steelhead in the upper end. They report hooking a couple of 20-pounders. Very fresh fish. Looks like another healthy run is holding over:-) 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Just about all the Steelhead should be through the system by now, although theory has it that some Steelhead will winter over in the main river. In the spring, they will either spawn the main river, or make their way to their native tributary rivers and spawn there. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river will close for fishing December 31 as a conservation measure. Best to let the "true" summer-run Steelhead winter over in peace and spawn the same. I have reports of VERY GOOD CATCHES THERE!!!! 

Ocean Fishing...we also guide for Salmon, Halibut, Bottom fish, and Dungeness Crab out of Prince Rupert. What is available and when is shown in fishing report: www.northwestfishingguides.com/reports/apr13_97.htm 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions can be seen in the following reports: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 November 2

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Oct. 26 - Nov 2, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Stephanie Sabourin and her Dad Ron posing another beautiful Copper River Steelhead. Give em a kiss and let em go! Ya !! They caught Coho the first day, Steelhead the second but third day waters too high and dirty to fish:-( 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

It rained heavy just about all week, blowing out all the rivers for time being. The Coho run is over for another year, nothing left now but Steelhead. Tough problem to have. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR_*_FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: nil Where: nil 

Name of Angler: nil 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 7 and lows to 2 degrees Celsius. Lots of rain all week. 

Water conditions... have been good all week expect for the last two days when heavy rain came and blew out just about all the rivers. 

Kitimat River...the Coho run is over for another year and no Steelhead until the spring. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting. 

...Nov. 2/97 water coming back into shape fast. 

Skeena River...after the heavy rain the river is too dirty to fish. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...Oct. 19/97 the water is coming back into shape after the heavy rain of a few days ago. Oct. 25/95 water is dirty again after heavy rains. When water was clean there was excellent Steelhead fishing! 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...now there is enough water to travel up these rivers with jet boat but waters are dirty. Need a day or two to clean. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...some tributary rivers are still clean enough to fish. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 November 9

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Nov 2 - 9, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows what two Angling Guides, Ron and Randy, do when the guiding season is over...they go fishing :-) This is a nice Steelhead hooked and landed on the Kalum River this week. Never can get enough photos! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

All the rivers are back into shape after the heavy rain last week. 

Guests comments...10/20 - 24/97 Amazing variety of rivers...incredible scenery...bald eagles, black bears, moose...glaciers, spectacular mountains...& best of all - the Steelhead...big, strong iron-heads...hard fighting awesome Copper River brutes - THANK YOU for the experience...got stories to come! --Great food, hospitality and accommodation – Jim & Carolyn Z. Shelton, Sultan, Washington, USA 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 17-pound Steelhead Where: Copper River 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...Air temperatures have been cold for the week with highs to +3 and lows to -3 degrees Celsius. Lots of sun and blue sky. 

Water conditions...have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting as soon as the water level drops to winter low. 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Should still be some fall run Steelhead coming through and even some late Coho Salmon. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...is in good shape. Good Steelhead bites are back on. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...the upper reaches of these rivers is where the Coho Salmon are now spawning and should be left alone. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...late run Coho Salmon are in these rivers now and even some Steelhead. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 November 16

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Nov 9 - 16, 1997 

[image: image6.jpg]



The photo of the week shows Angling Guide Gill McKean assisting Knud Rabaek, our guest from Denmark, to pose his fresh Kalum River Steelhead landed after a long battle. They hooked a few more Steelhead plus Coho that day with spoons. These are the fish that we will start guiding for beginning March 15th. 

Dear Fishing Friends:

All rivers are in GOOD shape, although it’s very cold for fishing with highs of only +2 to 3 degrees C. but plenty of sun and blue skies. If it was a little warmer for the angler the report would go to excellent instead of only fair! 

We are already looking forward to next season. We’ll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Caught quite a few! Sealed each and everyone with a kiss. Having a great time, although I must have gained 10 pounds with Gail’s cooking. Love the atmosphere, the guide, the food and especially the "FISH". Can’t wait to be back!" Stephanie Sabourin, Montreal, Quebec - Oct. 24/97 

..."A wonderful atmosphere for a relaxing time, good food, good fishing, good guide Randy & the weather Noel ordered worked great. Gail, thanks for all the diet sensitive meals Hope to see you in 98!" Jim Guerci, Seattle, WA - Oct. 20/97 

..."My first trip to B.C. for fish and it was certainly worth it. The Kasiks River was absolutely beautiful as well as the Cohoes. Next day on the Copper found us "Pink Worming" for the elusive B.C. Steelhead. Found them late in the day in the Beaver Pond hole. Has been a great experience. I will recommend to others. Hope to make it up here again." Jeff Johnson, Seattle, WA - Oct. 20/97 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 15-pound Steelhead Where: Copper River 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...Air temperatures have been cold for the week with highs to only +3 and lows to -3 degrees Celsius. Lots of sun and blue sky. 

Snow conditions...none yet 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting as soon as the water level drops to winter low. 

...Nov. 16/97 with all the cold weather the water level is dropping fast. Have received good reports of a good number of Steelhead showing nowJ 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Should still be some fall run Steelhead coming through and even some late Coho Salmon although getting very late. With this early cold weather the river is trying to freeze over. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...is in good shape. The water is now very low and it’s tougher to catch the Steelhead because they spook easy. This river may close for fishing in the winter as a conservation measure. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...the upper reaches of these rivers are where the Coho Salmon are now spawning and should be left alone. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...late run Coho Salmon are in these rivers now and even some Steelhead. Water’s here now are getting very low. 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge is located in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 November 23

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Nov 16 - 23, 1997 

The photo of the week shows a very fresh, bright, Skeena River Coho Salmon landed by our guest Cethin Davies of England in September 1997. The fish was released after photo:-) 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Sorry, to be late with my report. My ISP had some trouble with his mail program. 

I received an order of our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR...and they look good! Let me know if you need any. 

For your information...all of Canada is on a postal strike. 

All rivers are in GOOD shape. 

We are already looking forward to next season. We’ll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."After four years...success! Landed a 20-pound "plus" Steelhead, great color and fight for 25 minutes. Worth every hour on the Copper River. Food added weight and weather added a tan line...Great Trip! I will be back" Mark Flynn, Issaquah, WA - October 20, 1997 

..."Steelhead on the Fly!! Oh, what a feeling! Too bad the weather turned nasty, but the Meziadin saved the day. Caught several Rainbows, Dollies, Sockeye, and some Steelhead. The Copper River was good too, before the rains came. Thanks for the GREAT hospitality. Gail is a good cook. British Columbia is a beautiful place. Hope to be back some day! Happy Fishing!" Tim Baer, Parryville MO - Oct. 16, 1997 

..."Good fishing, bad weather. Caught several Steelhead on the fly. Lots of Rainbows, some Dolly’s. Will come back and hope for better weather. Thanks!" Ken Baer, Perryville MO - Oct. 16, 1997 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: None reported this week 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal. Highs to +3 and lows to +1 degrees Celsius. Snowed at the beginning of the week but turned to rain. 

Snow conditions...none yet, little bit that fell melted. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting as soon as the water level drops to winter low. 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Most of the runs of Coho have gone through, still may be some fall run Steelhead. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...is in good shape. The water is now very low and it’s tougher to catch the Steelhead because they spook easy. This river may close for fishing in the winter as a conservation measure. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...the upper reaches of these rivers are where the Coho Salmon are now spawning and should be left alone. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...late run Coho Salmon are in these rivers now and even some Steelhead. Water’s here now are getting very low. 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 November 30

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Nov 23 - 30, 1997 

[image: image7.jpg]



The photo of the week shows a GREAT catch of Coho from the Skeena River in September 1997. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

All rivers are in GOOD shape except for the lower Kalum. 

We are already looking forward to next season. We’ll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15th. We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP. 

I received an order of our "new" brochures. These ones are in COLOUR...and they look good! Let me know if you need any. For your information...all of Canada is still on a postal strike. Might be over next week and I’ll be sending out the brochures. 

Guests comments (from the guest book): 

..."Thank you for fishing and good company!" Jun Goto, Tokyo, Japan - October 9, 1997 

..."Thank you so much for a wonderful holiday, and your wonderful hospitality!" Harry, Bert and Shon Legge-Bourke, Wales England - Oct. 2 thru 8/97 

..."Micko was here! Had good fishing for steelhead, coho and other salmons. Hard fighting with the Danish but a true Viking always lands on top! Best regards from Sweden!" Michael Ljungstrom, Helsingborg, Sweden - Oct. 5, 1997 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR__FAIR_*_GOOD__EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: None reported this week Where: 

Name of Angler: 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal. Highs to +2 and lows to -2 degrees Celsius. 

Snow conditions...none yet, little bit that fell melted. 

Water conditions...on most rivers have been good. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting as soon as the water level drops to winter low. Lower end of the river turned a gray color, a clay bank must have fell in above. 

Skeena River...is in good shape. Most runs of Coho have gone through, still may be some fall run Steelhead. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...is in good shape. The water is now very low and it’s tougher to catch the Steelhead because they spook easy. This river may close for fishing in the winter as a conservation measure. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...the upper reaches of these rivers are where the Coho Salmon are now spawning and should be left alone. 

Photo...collage of our seven bedroom fishing lodge can be seen in the Feb. 2 - 9/97 report. 

Lodge Records...PHOTOS of lodge record fish with captions can be seen in the following reports: Steelhead, Feb. 25 - Mar. 3/96; Chinook, Dec. 1 - 8/96; Coho Mar. 31 - Apr. 7/96. 

River Records...Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead: Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 October 5

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Sept. 28 - Oct. 5, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our two Scandinavian guests, one of Denmark (Knud) and the other (Michael) of Sweden, posing a fresh caught Coho on the Kalum River with the new series of Abu Garcia Fishing Reels. The reels worked perfect:-) They also hooked Steelhead!! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

We needed rain and we got it! It rained real good Sept. 29 through Oct. 2 and brought up the water levels nicely. 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD___ EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: 18-pound Coho Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Harry Legge-Bourke 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 15 and lows to 5 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light and heavy rain. 

Water conditions... have been good on the rivers that are stabilized by a lake. 

Kitimat River...the water came up a bit and the Coho are moving upriver again. 

...Oct. 5/97 Randy’s guests from England hooked into a total of 15 Coho. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river in GOOD NUMBERS! 

...Oct. 3/97 both Steelhead and Coho are being hooked at this time. 

Kalum Lake...Some Coho have came through the Kalum River into and through the lake and are milling around the mouth of the Cedar and Beaver Rivers waiting for the first high water. Some lucky anglers have caught a few. Trolling hot-shots or lures and casting spoons will work. Skeena River...The water is in great shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho has really picked up with very good catches being reported. Lots of fish are in the lower Skeena waiting for high water before they can enter their tributary rivers. This week our guests really enjoyed fishing on the BIG Skeena River. 

Skeena River...(Ferry Island) Fishing this high up in the river system is not that good. Most early and summer-run fish have gone through. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...the water is in good shape and I have reports of good numbers of Steelhead hooked and even the odd Coho which should be released (both species). Flyrods works well on this river because of the clean water but so does conventional tackle. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...now have enough water for EXCELLENT FISHING! 

Nass Tributary Rivers...now have enough water for EXCELLENT FISHING!! 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 October 12

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Oct. 5 - 12, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Angling Guide, Gill McKean, assisting Ms. Noriko HOYAMA, of Japan, to pose her Coho Salmon she landed on the Kalum River October 9th. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Sorry to be late with the fishing report. My telephone was out of order. 

It rained heavily between Sept. 29 and Oct. 2. This caused water levels to rise nicely but it hasn’t rained since and water levels, again, are down to "very" low. This means that we cannot guide on as many rivers as we’d like, but the ones left are still produce fair to good catches of Steelhead and Coho. 

Update...Oct. 12/97 It started to rain heavy by noon. Oct. 13 STILL RAINING! 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 18-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum River 

Name of Angler: Gary Mewhinney 

Weather...Air temperatures have been lower than average for the week with highs to 7 and lows to 2 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light rain shower. 

Water conditions... have been good on all rivers. 

Kitimat River...the water is very low but if you know where the Coho are holding, good catches can still be had. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river in GOOD NUMBERS! The lower end is still the best! 

Kalum Lake...Some Coho have came through the Kalum River into and through the lake and are milling around the mouth of the Cedar and Beaver Rivers waiting for the first high water. Some lucky anglers have caught a few. Trolling hot-shots or lures and casting spoons will work. 

Skeena River...The water is in great shape and fishing for Coho has been good. Lots of fish are in the lower Skeena waiting for high water before they can enter their tributary rivers. 

Skeena River...(Ferry Island) Fishing this high up in the river system is not that good. Most early and summer-run fish have gone through. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...the water is in good shape and I have reports of good numbers of Steelhead hooked and even the odd Coho which should be released (both species). Flyrods works well on this river because of the clean water but so does conventional tackle. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...water is very low and near impossible to get up them in jet boats. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...water is very low and the fish are not moving. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 October 19

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Oct. 12 - 19, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows a beautiful early run Kalum River Steelhead hooked and released by guest Gary Mewhinney with his high-tech float fishing rod and reel using 8-pound test. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

We’re happy to have Carolyn and Jim Shelton, outdoor writers and photographers, as our guests this week. 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: 20-pound Steelhead Where: Copper River 

Name of Angler: Mark Harold Flynn 

Weather...Air temperatures have been lower than average for the week with highs to 7 and lows to 2 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light rain shower. 

Water conditions... have been fair to good on all rivers. 

Kitimat River...the water is back into shape and the Coho bite has started again! 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. 

Skeena River...after the heavy rain the river is too dirty to fish. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...Oct. 19/97 the water is coming back into shape after the heavy rain of a few days ago. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...there is enough water now to travel up these rivers with jet boat. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 October 26

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Oct. 19 - 26, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Carolyn and Jim Shelton, outdoor writers and photographers, posing a very nice Copper River Steelhead. They said they really enjoyed our hospitality and fishing and will have lots to write about. We are all excited to see the articles and photos when published :-) 

Dear Fishing Friends:

Our guiding season has come to an end for another year (time to leave the Coho Salmon alone and let them spawn) but I will keep the fishing (Steelhead) reports going all winter. Same as last winter, I will include articles, in some of the reports, written about our fishing. I hope you will enjoy them:-) 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 15-pound Coho Where: Kasiks River 

Name of Angler: Stephanie Saberin 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 7 and lows to 2 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light rain shower until heavy rain at week end. 

Water conditions... have been good all week expect for the last two days when heavy rain came and blew out just about all the rivers. 

Kitimat River...the Coho run is over for another year. 

Kalum River...We cannot guide on the Kalum River after Oct. 15. We can guide on the Kalum between March 15 and October 15. Good Steelhead fishing should be starting. 

Skeena River...after the heavy rain the river is too dirty to fish. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...Oct. 19/97 the water is coming back into shape after the heavy rain of a few days ago. Oct. 25/95 water is dirty again after heavy rains. When the water cleaned we had excellent Steelhead fishing! 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...there is enough water now to travel up these rivers with jet boat but waters are dirty. Need a day to clean. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...some tributary rivers are still clean enough to fish. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 September 7

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Aug 31 - Sep 7, 1997 

[image: image12.jpg]



The photo of the week shows our guests Mr. Pierre Morel and Mr. Steven Shapiro posing both Sockeye and Steelhead they hooked on the Skeena River system this week. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

"The Fishing was good but the catching was slow", just about sums it up for this week. The fish are here but not in the great numbers we’d hoped for, at least not yet?? The local talk is that the run of Coho is late and Steelhead run is so - so. 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Coho, and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___ EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 12-pound Sockeye Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Pierre Morel 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 21 and lows to 10 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light scattered rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kitimat River...the Coho have finally started coming into the river but the run, so far, is small. 

Kitimat River Derby Report...500 anglers entered the Derby and 300 Coho were weighed in, down considerably from last year. The largest Coho weighed in at 12-pounds and gave the lucky angler a $600 first prize. The biggest fish overall was a Halibut from the Douglas Channel. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river but fishing has been slow. If you inadvertently hook a Chinook Salmon please release them gently and quickly. Please do the same for the Pink Salmon. 

Skeena River...Sept. 5/97. The water is in good shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho has been slow. Let’s hope it picks up next week. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...a few summer-run Steelhead have been hooked in the lower and upper river along with a few Coho. Please remember both Steelhead and Coho are catch and release. The water is in good shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Sep 7 - 14, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows bothers Wade and Chad Jaques of Utah posing with Wade’s first Steelhead (upper photo) and Coho (lower photo) which he landed on the Skeena river this week. The Jaques family had a very good trip with Mom catching the biggest fish of the week. 

Dear Fishing Friends:

All rivers in the area are very low, we haven’t had enough rain. Consequently, fishing on the BIG Skeena River has been the "hot spot"! The fish are stacking up in the lower end waiting for higher water. Sockeye and Pink Salmon fishing is coming to an end. 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Coho, and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD_*_ EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 25.2-pound Steelhead Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Ruby Jaques 

Note...estimated weight came from the catch and formula. (Girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000). Measurement is in inches. 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 18 and lows to 8 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light scattered rain shower. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kitimat River...the Coho are in the river but fishing is slow because the water is too low. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river but fishing has been slow. If you inadvertently hook a Chinook Salmon please release them gently and quickly and please do the same for the Pink Salmon. 

Skeena River...Sept. 11/97. The water is in good shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho has really picked up with very good catches being reported. Lots of fish are in the lower Skeena waiting for high water before they can enter their tributary rivers. This week our guests enjoyed GREAT FISHING on the BIG Skeena River. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...the water is in good shape and I have reports of good numbers of Steelhead hooked. Flyrods works well on this river because of the clean water but so does conventional tackle. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...are too low, need more water for the fall run of Steelhead and Coho to enter in any great numbers. 

...Sept. 13/97 it rained most of last night and during the day, so our change in water heights might happen soon. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 September 21

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Sep 14 - 21, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our "top guide" Gill McKean assisting guest Donna Mason to pose a beautiful Steelhead she hooked and landed on the BIG Skeena River. It is catch and release only for Steelhead:-) Give em a kiss and let em go! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Not much change from last week, all rivers in our area are very low because we have not had enough rain. I thought a fisherman would never say that? Consequently, fishing on the BIG Skeena River has been the "hot spot", but not for all gear types. The fish are stacking up in the lower end waiting for higher water. Sockeye and Pink Salmon fishing is basically over. 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___ EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 17-pound Steelhead Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Donna Mason 

Note…estimated weight came from the catch and formula. (Girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000). Measurement is in inches. 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 16 and lows to 8 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with a few sunny periods and occasional light scattered rain showers, not enough to raise any water levels. 

Water conditions... have been good all week, maybe too good? All the snow pack is down, so now the only thing that can raise the water levels is rain, and lots of it! 

Kitimat River...the Coho are in the river but fishing is slow because the water is too low. 

...Sept. 21/97 even though the river is very low, fresh Coho are coming in on the lower end with high tides. They are "spooky" but if you are the first rod they bite good, after that they get "lock jaw" and difficult to hook, so it is best to find a "fresh" pool. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river but fishing has been slow. If you inadvertently hook a Chinook Salmon please release them gently and quickly and please do the same for the Pink Salmon. 

Kalum Lake...Some Coho have come through the Kalum River into and through the lake and are milling around the mouth of the Cedar and Beaver Rivers waiting for the first high water. Some lucky anglers have caught a few. Trolling hot-shots or lures and casting spoons will work. 

Skeena River...The water is in great shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho has really picked up with very good catches being reported. Lots of fish are in the lower Skeena waiting for high water before they can enter their tributary rivers. This week our guests really enjoyed fishing on the BIG Skeena River. 

Skeena River...(Ferry Island) Still the odd fresh Sockeye is being hooked with the flyrods but that fishery is coming to an end. Some flyrods are still picking up the odd, very fresh, summer run Steelhead. The water there is very low. 

Kasiks River...Extremely low, not many Coho are entering. Most fish, if any, are being hooked at the mouth where the river enters the Skeena. 

Exchamsiks...Extremely low, not to many Coho are entering. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...the water is in good shape and I have reports of good numbers of Steelhead hooked and even the odd Coho, both species should be released. Flyrods works well on this river because of the clean water but so does conventional tackle. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...are too low, need more water for the fall run of Steelhead and Coho enter in any numbers. 

...Sept. 13/97 it rained most of last night and during the day, so our change in water heights might happen soon. Update, water did come up but is now (Sept. 21) lower than it was before. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...are suffering the same fate as the Skeena, the waters are just too low. 

Regulations...For a copy of the Freshwater Fishing Regulation Synopsis, write to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks
780 Blanshard Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X5 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 September 28

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Sept. 21 - 28, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our "top guide" Gill McKean assisting guest Crispin Davies of England to pose his VERY BIG Skeena River summer-run Steelhead he landed and released after a quick photo. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Can’t move the report from fair to good or excellent until we have enough rain to raise the Skeena/Nass tributary river levels. 

Type of fish caught: Coho and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR_*_GOOD___ EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 20-pound Steelhead Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Crispin Davies 

Note...estimated weight came from the catch and formula. (Girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000). Measurement is in inches. 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 15 and lows to 6 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light scattered rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kitimat River...the water came up a bit and the Coho are moving upriver again. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river and I have reports of a few hooked. 

Kalum Lake...Some Coho have came through the Kalum River into and through the lake and are milling around the mouth of the Cedar and Beaver Rivers waiting for the first high water. Some lucky anglers have caught a few. Trolling hot-shots or lures and casting spoons will work. 

Skeena River...The water is in great shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho has really picked up with very good catches being reported. Lots of fish are in the lower Skeena waiting for high water before they can enter their tributary rivers. This week our guests really enjoyed fishing on the BIG Skeena River. 

Skeena River...(Ferry Island) Still the odd fresh Sockeye is being hooked with the flyrods but that fishery is coming to an end. Some flyrods are still picking up the odd, very fresh, summer run Steelhead. The water there is very low. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...the water is in good shape and I have reports of good numbers of Steelhead hooked and even the odd Coho which should be released (both species). Flyrods works well on this river because of the clean water but so does conventional tackle. 

Lakelse River...water at the low end is clean but very, very low. 

Skeena Tributary Rivers...are too low, need more water for the fall run of Steelhead and Coho to enter in any numbers. 

...Sept. 27/97 it rained heavy last night and it should raise the water levels. 

Nass Tributary Rivers...are suffering the same fate as the Skeena, the waters are just too low. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 August 3

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Jul 27 Aug 3, 1997 

The photos of the week show our guests posing Kitimat River Chum Salmon. Rob Reed (top photo) is posing the male and Dave Vedder the female. Quote of the day..."there’s another one!!" 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The lower Kalum and Skeena Rivers are producing "very" good Chinook Salmon fishing with many BIG Fish being landed. 

The Kitimat River has a fantastic run of Chum Salmon in the lower river. 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Chum and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: 59-pound Chinook Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Gill McKeen 

Weather...Air temperatures have been cooler than normal with highs to 22 and lows of 10 degrees Celsius. Mostly scattered showers with some clouds and a few sunny periods. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. All water is dropping and clearing. 

Kitimat River ...is slow for Chinook. The run is basically over. Lots of Chum are being hooked. Bottom bouncing small spin and glows are working well but just about any method will work including flyfishing. Water is in great shape. 

Kalum River...is in good shape and lots of BIG Chinook are being hooked! The water is in perfect shape. 

Skeena River...Fishing now for Chinook Salmon is very, very good!! Water has been dropping daily and is in fine shape. For conservation Chinook Salmon fishing is closed August 7th from the mouth of Lakelse River to 1.5 KM above the mouth of the Kalum River. Still a few days left to experience world class angling! 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is closed for Chinook Salmon fishing July 23/97. 

Tseax River...a few Chinook are entering the river. The river mouth is full of Sockeye and a few Pink Salmon plus the resident Trout and Dolly’s. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 August 10

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Aug 3 - 10, 1997 

[image: image16.jpg]



The photo of the week shows our "first" Coho Salmon landed this year. It was hooked and landed on the Kitimat River August 7th by our guest Mr. Lance Miller of Oregon. Lance and his Dad Larry had a bang up day!! They really enjoyed their stay with us:-) 

Dear Fishing Friends:

We were honored to have outdoor writer and photographer Mr. Dave Vedder as a guest for a few days at the beginning of August. He experienced the famed "hog line" where the Kalum River joins the Skeena and saw some VERY BIG "Hogs" hooked and landed after long battles, two or three in the 50-pound plus range. He also experienced fishing the Kitimat River in the lower end where the river was "FULL" of Chum Salmon. We hooked dozens of Chum every which way including flyfishing. It was a ball! I’ll let you know when and where the magazine articles and photos will be published. Dave might even send me a picture or two:-) 

Basically the Chinook Salmon fishing is over on the Kalum and Skeena Rivers. Every year these rivers close August 7th for conservation concerns. The Kalum closes completely but the Skeena is only closed from the mouth of the Lakelse River to 1.5 KM above the mouth of the Kalum River. I am sure the sports fishermen enjoyed another GOOD season of "world class" Chinook Salmon fishing and are quite happy to let them spawn un-harassed :-) 

To help conserve our precious stocks of "wild" Coho and Steelhead all commercial fishing at the mouth of the Skeena has been canceled for this season. Even though the commercial fishing fleet are not targeting Steelhead and Coho they catch many in their nets. 

Chinook Salmon fishing continues on the Skeena but out of the closed zone. Fresh Coho and Pink Salmon start coming up the Skeena and Kitimat Rivers. Gleaming silver "summer-run" Steelhead are in the Skeena River. These fish are fresh and full of energy and it is common to hook Steelhead that weigh in the 20-30 pound range. 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Chum Salmon and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR__ FAIR__ GOOD_*_ EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: 50-pound Chinook Where: Kalum River 

Name of Angler: Mike Jacobs 

Weather…Air temperatures have been normal most of the week with highs to +26 and lows of +10 degrees Celsius. Near the end of the week the highs exceeded +26. TOooo hot! 

Water conditions... have been good all week except near the end of the week the Skeena got dirty. 

Kitimat River...Lots of Chum are being hooked. Bottom bouncing small spin and glows are working well but just about any method will work including flyfishing. Water is in great shape. 

Aug. 6/97...Still lots of Chum Salmon in the lower river and making their way quickly to mid river. Still some fresh ones but Chum darken up quickly. GREAT NEWS---the first run of "very fresh" Coho were caught in the lower river today. 

Aug. 7/97...Angling Guide Randy Marshall was on the Kitimat river today with his two guests Lance and Larry . They drifted the lower end and hooked lots of Chum, a few Pinks and a couple of "fresh" Coho. 

Kalum River...is now closed to Chinook Salmon fishing. Soon the Coho Salmon will be in the river. I have a report of a few Coho in the lower end. 

Skeena River...excellent fishing for Sockeye, Pink and a few people are hooking very fresh Coho and summer run Steelhead. 

Aug. 8/97...the river rose just a bit and got dirty. Must be because of the high day time temperature of +30 degrees yesterday. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is closed for Chinook Salmon fishing July 23/97. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Aug 10 - 17, 1997 
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Since we don’t have a picture of a "fresh" Coho or Summer-run Steelhead, I opted for a scenic shot. These digital photos were taken by our two Danish guests Flemming Andersen and Lars Carlsen when they were here in June. We are lucky to live in such a beautiful area surrounded by magnificent mountains and thousands of lakes, rivers and streams plus easy access to the Pacific Ocean:-) 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Everyone is disappointed that we cannot angle on the Skeena River because the water is too dirty as a result of high day time air temperatures, but "that’s fishing". The Skeena River is the "highway" for Pinks, Sockeye, Coho (most Chinook are already through) and summer-run Steelhead. To help conserve the early runs of Coho they are catch and release up until Sept. 1st, then after that you are allowed to retain one fish over 50 cm per day and have two in possession. 

Chum fishing remains RED HOT on the Kitimat River. The Coho are coming in now only in small numbers. The Pink run, so far, is also small. Harvey Michael’s, from Dallas Texas, landed the biggest Chum of the week on the Kitimat River estimated to weigh 20-pounds -- plus. His friends named the run "Harvey’s aquarium"! 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Coho, Chum Salmon and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR_*_GOOD___ EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 20-pound Chum Where: Kitimat River 

Name of Angler: Harvey Michaels 

Weather...Air temperatures have been above average for the whole week. Sunny the whole time with no rain. 

Water conditions... have been good all week on most rivers except for the Skeena which remains dirty. This warm weather has caused the last of the snow (heavily laden with glacial silt) melt to flow down, plus it rained heavy in the upper reaches last week and the dirt has finally arrived in Terrace, B.C. Canada. 

Aug. 17/97...even with all the hot weather the river is trying to clean up. 

Kitimat River...Lots, lots and lots of Chum are being hooked. Bottom bouncing small spin and glows, float fishing jigs and drifting medium size lures are working well but just about any method will work including flyfishing with a floating line and a weighted fly. The water is in great shape, can’t say the same for most of the fish, still a few bright ones left, but not many. Searching for the fresh Coho will be the next plan now! 

Aug. 13/97...Today, our guests fished mostly with the fly rods. All complained of sore arms from playing TOO many Chum Salmon! Nice problem to have when fishing:-) 

Kalum River...is now closed to Chinook Salmon fishing. Soon, the Coho Salmon will be in the river. I have a report of a few Coho in the lower end. 

Skeena River...unfortunately, because of the warm weather, this river is too dirty to fish. 

Aug. 17/97...the river dropped one foot today and has cleaned up. Hopefully, EXCELLENT fishing will start soon!! 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is too dirty to fish but is cleaning up near week end. Fresh summer-run Steelhead should be rounding the corner where the Skeena meets the Copper. Can’t wait!! Please note, it is catch and release only for Steelhead and Coho. Please don’t target the BIG spawning Chinook. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Aug 17 - 24, 1997 

[image: image18.jpg]



The photo of the week shows Angling Guide Jim Bonner assisting Astrid Gangl, repeat guest from Luxembourg, to pose her summer-run Steelhead she landed on the Skeena River this week. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The Skeena River is in GOOD shape now. Our guests are hooking summer-run Steelhead, Pinks and Sockeye with both flyrods and conventional tackle. Still the odd Chinook Salmon around also. We have not landed any Coho on the Skeena River to date :-( 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Coho, Chum Salmon and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_ EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 17-pound Steelhead Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Astrid Gangl 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 22 and lows to 10 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light scattered rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been good all week on all rivers. 

Aug. 17/97...even with all the hot weather the river is trying to clean up. 

Kitimat River...Everyone is getting ready for next weekends 12th annual Kitimat Fish Derby. Top prize for the biggest Coho is $50 per pound, up to $1000. Top prize for Halibut can be up to $1000. Hidden weight prizes mean that any fish can be a winner. Every Derby ticket purchased is eligible to be drawn for a trip for two anywhere in B.C. where Canadian or Canadian Regional Airlines flies. 

Derby tickets are $20 for adults, 16-years and up, the kids’ ticket for those under 16 is $5. They are available at sporting goods stores and corner stores in Kitimat and Terrace. 

Lots, lots and lots of Chum are being hooked. Bottom bouncing small spin and glows, float fishing jigs and drifting medium size lures are working well but just about any method will work including flyfishing with a floating line and a weighted fly. The water is in great shape, can’t say the same for most of the fish, still a few bright ones left, but not many. Searching for the fresh Coho will be the next plan now! 

Aug. 18/97...Our three Japanese guests hooked over 50 Chum Salmon today. 

Aug. 23/97...lots of "fresh" Coho are coming in now. This year the run was late. Some BIG Coho have been hooked, especially in the lower end. They should move through the river quickly. 

Kalum River...is now closed to Chinook Salmon fishing. Soon, the Coho Salmon will be in the river. I have a report of a few Coho in the lower end. 

Skeena River...Aug. 18/97 The river was in pretty good shape today. It dropped and cleaned up over the last couple of days. 

...Aug. 24/97 Our guests from Luxembourg landed over 50 Pink Salmon today. Copper River (Zymoetz)...a fresh run of summer-run Steelhead should be entering the river anytime. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 August 31

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Aug 24 - 31, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our guest Mr. Mike Dennison of England and Angling Guide Gill McKean posing Sockeye Salmon they landed this week...plus Gill with a very nice Steelhead. Flyfishing has been fantastic! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 
Flyrods were (Elvis) King this Week! 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Coho, and Steelhead Trout 

Fishing this week: POOR___FAIR___GOOD___ EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 17-18-pound Steelhead Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Mike Dennison 

Weather...Air temperatures have been average for the week with highs to 21 and lows to 10 degrees Celsius. Cloudy with sunny periods and the occasional light scattered rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been good all week except for the Skeena which went out but is back into into shape. 

Kitimat River...the Coho have finally started coming into the river. 

Kitimat Derby update...Today, Sunday, Aug. 31 is the last day of the Derby. I’ll have all the details in next weeks report. Yesterday, I heard in the news, that 50 Coho were weighed in before noon. 

Kalum River...Coho Salmon and Steelhead have started to enter the river. If you inadvertently hook a Chinook Salmon please release them gently and quickly. Please do the same for Pink Salmon. Reminder, Pink’s can only be retained on the main stem Skeena along with Sockeye, two per day per person. 

Skeena River...got dirty Aug. 29 but today Aug. 31 it has cleaned up and our Guides and guests are hooking lots of Sockeye, a few Steelhead and even a fresh Chinook! Fishing just doesn’t get any better:-) Most Sockeye are still fresh but the Pinks are on the dark side. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...a few summer-run Steelhead have been hooked in the lower river. The water is in good shape now. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 July 6

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For June 29 - July 6, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our guest Mr. David Fraser of England posing his first ever British Columbia Salmon. This was a Skeena River Chinook caught on July 5/97 and the Angling Guide was Gill Mckean. 

Dear Fishing Friends:

 I fished on the Skeena River yesterday for the first time this year with my good friend and guest Bruce. It was wonderful to fish again on the GREAT Skeena "River of Mists" for another year.. We only hooked three Chinook and managed to land one. Both of us commented on how great it was just being there. This is truly a beautiful river. Today we focused more on fishing and managed to hook four and land two, both around 20-pounds. Small for Skeena average but very silver. These fish were probably traveling through and heading for a more northerly tributary. After Chinook fishing we flyfished for sockeye. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 30-pound Chinook Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: David Fraser 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 25 and lows of 12 degrees Celsius. Mostly sunny with some clouds and a few rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been fair to good all week but still on the high side. 

Kitimat River ...July 4/97 river is still in good shape but having trouble hooking a lot of fish. Most of the fish have moved through the lower end and are residing in the middle to upper river were access to them is more difficult. 

Kalum River...is in good shape. It looks like a good run of Chinook are in the river. It has been catch and release for Chinook up until June 30. After that you may retain one Chinook over 65 cm below the first canyon boundary signs. 

...June 30/97 the water is in good shape but high. 

...July 4/97 the water has dropped and is in very good shape! 

Skeena River...fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs should be possible now. Jack’s are immature male Chinook Salmon. This river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. 

...July 2/97 Sockeye Salmon are in the river now and we have a chance to catch them with the fly-rod. You may retain two Sockeye per day. Ferry Island is a popular spot to try your luck. 

Skeena River (Hog Line)...July 3/97 Chinook Salmon were observed rolling where the clean Kalum water meets the dirty Skeena River. I have reports of a few hooked there. 

...July 5/97 our guest from England, Mr. David Fraser, landed his first Canadian Chinook Salmon. His fish was estimated to weigh 30-pounds. The main stem Skeena is still dropping and getting cleaner. Very fishable! 

...July 6/97 the water conditions are getting better and so is the fishing. Lots of BIG fish are being hooked now. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. I have a report of a 40-pounder taken there. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have a report of a 55-pounder being hooked and landed off the bridge. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. As of June 15th the whole river is open to angling. Chinook should be in the river now. 

...July 6/97 the water is in good shape. I have reports of Chinook being hooked in this river. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 July 13

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Jul 6 - 13, 1997 

[image: image21.jpg]



The photo of the week shows the largest fish (54-pounds) caught by one of the Dean Duke group July 11 - 13/97. The happy angler is Darren Pylot of Vancouver, B.C. His smile tells it all:-) The story is that on the last day...he lost an even bigger one! Digital photo by Dean Duke. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The fishing for Chinook on the Kitimat River has slowed down but it is "gangbusters" on the BIG Skeena River!! I heard a (reliable) report of a 72-pounder landed a few days ago. 

Type of fish caught: Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR__ FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: 54-pound Chinook Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: Darren Pylot 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 25 and lows of 10 degrees Celsius. Mostly sunny with some clouds and a few rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been fair to good all week. 

Kitimat River... 11/97 this river is in good shape but the Chinook fishing has really dropped off in the lower end. Most of the fish must have blown through the lower end and are residing in pools above the upper highway bridge where it is closed to Salmon Fishing. The run does not usually die off this early in the season but for some reason it did this year. The Chum Salmon have started into the river. Hopefully this will be a good run. 

Kalum River...is in good shape and lots of BIG Chinook are being hooked! The water is in perfect shape. 

Skeena River...fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs is now possible. Jack’s are immature male Chinook Salmon. This river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. You may also hook a fresh summer-run Steelhead. Flyfishing and bottom bouncing for Sockeye is still working well. One problem is that you can’t fish for the BIG Chinook and Sockeye at the same time. You have to make a decision on what specie to target. 

July 11-12-13/97 The 12 guests of the Dean Duke party did very well Chinook Fishing. Everyone got to play and land a BIG Skeena River "Hog"!! Every member of the group was very impressed with the size of the fish. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...July 12/97 I have a report of one angler hooking seven Chinook in one day. Nothing too big, all around 15-30 pounds. The water is now in good shape. 

Tseax River...a few Chinook are entering the river. The river mouth is full of Sockeye and a few Pink Salmon plus the resident Trout and Dolly’s. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 July 20

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Jul 13 - 20, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our guest Mr. Fred Leigh of England posing one of four Chinook Salmon he landed on July 17, 1997 with Angling Guide Randy Marshall. He also experienced the saltwater out of Prince Rupert. He said he really enjoyed himself. This was his first trip to Canada and vows to come back soon! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Fishing for Chinook on the Skeena River remains VERY GOOD! The water has been dropping all week making for excellent conditions. 

Type of fish caught: Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: 43 -pound Chinook Where: Skeena River 

Name of Angler: John Panenka 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 25 and lows of 10 degrees Celsius. Mostly sunny with some clouds and a few rain showers. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. 

Kitimat River ...is slow for Chinook. Some Chum are being hooked and Pink’s are arriving daily. 

Kalum River...is in good shape and lots of BIG Chinook are being hooked! The water is in perfect shape. 

Skeena River...fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs is now possible. Jack’s are immature male Chinook Salmon. This river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. You may also hook a fresh summer-run Steelhead. Flyfishing and bottom bouncing for Sockeye is still working well. One problem is that you can’t fish for the BIG Chinook and Sockeye at the same time. You have to make a decision on what specie to target. 

July 18-19/97... Repeat guests John Panenka and Gary Makel have been doing very well fishing for Chinook Salmon with Angling Guide Randy Marshall. Over the last two days they hooked about a dozen BIG Chinook. These fish are very strong and hard to land. They were here last year at the same time. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the Skeena River water. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...July 12/97 I have a report of one angler hooking seven Chinook in one day. Nothing too big, all around 15-30 pounds. The water is now in good shape. This river is open for Chinook fishing until July 23rd then closes for conservation concerns. 

Tseax River...a few Chinook are entering the river. The river mouth is full of Sockeye and a few Pink Salmon plus the resident Trout and Dollys. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 July 27

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For Jul 20 - 27, 1997 
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The (four) photo collage this week shows the variety of fish that can be caught using a variety of methods. These fish are: Sockeye (lower left), Chum (upper right), Pink (lower right), and Chinook Salmon (upper left). 

Dear Fishing Friends:

 Fishing for Chinook on the Skeena River remains GOOD! The water has been dropping all week making for excellent conditions. This week I am including a photo collage showing the variety of fish that can be hooked this time of year. My past reports have been only BIG Chinook and I thought you’d like to see something different. 

Type of fish caught: Sockeye, Pink, Chum and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 56-pound Chinook Where: Kalum River 

Name of Angler: Bob Clark 

Weather...Air temperatures have been cooler than normal with highs to 22 and lows of 10 degrees Celsius. Mostly scattered showers with some clouds and a few sunny periods. 

Water conditions... have been good all week. All water is dropping and clearing. 

Kitimat River ...is slow for Chinook. Some Chum are being hooked and Pink’s are arriving daily. Water is in good shape. 

Kalum River...is in good shape and lots of BIG Chinook are being hooked! The water is in perfect shape. We have some guests here now that will be flyroding for Chinook. 

Skeena River...fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs is now possible. Jack’s are immature male Chinook Salmon. This river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. You may also hook a fresh summer-run Steelhead. Flyfishing and bottom bouncing for Sockeye is still working well. One problem is that you can’t fish for the BIG Chinook and Sockeye at the same time. You have to make a decision on what specie to target. 

The beginning of the week was RED HOT for the BIG Chinook but near the end of the week the bite slowed right down. Nobody is quite sure why. 

July 19 - 24/97 Our guests from Spain really enjoyed fishing for a variety of species on a variety of rivers. See JPEG photo collage. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is closed for Chinook Salmon fishing July 23/97. 

Tseax River...a few Chinook are entering the river. The river mouth is full of Sockeye and a few Pink Salmon plus the resident Trout and Dolly’s. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 June 1

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For May 25 to June 1, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Angling Guide Randy Marshall posing a still bright Steelhead Doe he landed on the Kalum River in May. Both him and Gill were fishing for Chinook but as you can see you can still catch the odd Steelhead. BTW Gill landed a Chinook on the same day. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

June is finally here and so is the hot weather. These hot days are not good for the Kalum River, but this is what the Kitimat River needs to bring in those BIG Chinook. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR_*_GOOD__EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 45-pound Chinook Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Gill Mckeen 

Weather...Air temperatures have been higher than normal during mid week with lots of sun and no rain. They reached a high 24 degrees Celsius. May 24/97. Low temps have been 5 degrees. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are fair to good except for the BIG Skeena which is too dirty and high to fish. 

Kitimat River...May 18/97 Water coming back into shape, borderline fishing. 

...May 30/97 The water is clean but very high. There is a lot of junk suspended in the water so the fish cannot distinguish what is bait and what is not. We need the river to drop to turn the bite on again. 

...May 31/97 Too dirty to fish. 

...June 1/97 Starting to clean, borderline fishable. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. Fish are at the clean seams where tributary rivers enter. Chinook sometimes pull in there to clean their gills, so the theory goes. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. 

...June 1/97 The water is now too dirty to fish. 

Lakes...The local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 June 7

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For June 1 - 7, 1997 

[image: image25.jpg]



The photo of the week shows Lars Carlsen of Denmark and Angling Guide Gill McKeen posing two very nice Chinook they landed on the Kitimat River today June 8/97. One male was estimated to weigh 40.18-pounds and the doe 37.89-pounds. One was hooked with a Coho #65 Lure and the other with a Magnum Lure Jensen Hot Shot. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 40-pound Chinook Where: Kitimat River 

Name of Angler: Gill Mckeen 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 17 and lows of 7 degrees Celsius. Mostly cloudy with scattered rain showers and a few sunny periods. Perfect weather for the rivers to shape up. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are good and getting better, except for the BIG Skeena which is still too dirty and high to fish. It dropped two feet overnight. 

Kitimat River...June 8/97 The water is in good shape and looks like it is getting better. The Chinook run has started. I heard of one 50-pounder landed a few days ago. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. Fish are at the clean seams where tributary rivers enter. Chinook sometimes pull in there to clean their gills, so the theory goes. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. 

Lakes: the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 June 15

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For June 8 - 15, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Ed Schulmeister with a hefty 40-pound Kitimat River Chinook he landed June 8, 1997. The fish was hooked with a blue magnum Lure Jensen hot shot! Bright silver, just in with the high tides! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 40-pound Chinook Where: Kitimat River 

Name of Angler: Ed Schulmeister 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 17 and lows of 7 degrees Celsius. Mostly cloudy with scattered rain showers and a few sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on the river has been up and down all week. 

Kitimat River...June 8/97 The water is in good shape and looks like it is getting better. The Chinook run has started. I heard of one 50-pounder landed a few days ago. 

...June 9/97 The weather turned hot and the river came up causing poor fishing conditions. 

...June 10-11-12-13/97 fishing was good again. 

...June 14/97 after a heavy rain overnight the river came up and turned brown. 

Kitimat Ocean...(Douglas Channel Bay) I have heard reports of some good catches of Chinook. The fish are waiting to head up into the Kitimat river. Any day now the river fishing should pick up. 

Kalum River...is in good shape even with the hot weather and rain. It looks like a good run of Chinook are in the river. I have reports of a 50-pounder hooked and landed. The odd Steelhead is still around. 

Skeena River...is not fish able. The water color is too dirty. Fish are at the clean seams where tributary rivers enter. Chinook sometimes pull in there to clean their gills, so the theory goes. Lots of fish are in the main stem but impossible to angle for. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. As of June 15th the whole river is now open to angling. Chinook should be in the river now. 

Lakes: the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 June 22

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For June 15 - 22, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Nakada Kunihiko of Japan with a large wild Steelhead he landed on the Kalum River today. He was fishing for Chinook but was very pleased with this fish. The fish was hooked with a lure. He also hooked one earlier in the day with a fly. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

We were honored to guide a group of Japanese fishermen. Some were lucky to hook a few BIG Chinook and everyone really enjoyed the Rainbow Trout and Dolly Varden Char fishing in both river and lake. Everyone caught fish! They enjoyed the scenery and our hospitality very much. 

This is not a fish story, the Rainbow Trout fishing was so good, that one actually jumped into my boat. No kidding, I have witnesses. They were also jumping one foot up into the air to eat flies that made the mistake of hovering too close to the water. Consequently, the dry flies fished on a dead drift or waking across the surface was working well. Very exciting on ultra light tackle! 

If the Chinook Salmon fishing was just a bit better I would have put the fishing as excellent!!! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead, Chinook Salmon, Rainbow Trout and Dolly Varden Char. 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 35-pound Chinook Where: Kitimat River 

Name of Angler: Harry Langford 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 17 and lows of 7 degrees Celsius. Mostly cloudy with scattered rain showers and a few sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on the river has been up and down all week. 

Kitimat River ...June 14/97 after a heavy rain overnight the river came up and turned brown. 

...June 19/97 water still dirty. 

...June 21 water is cleaning nicely, we expect some good action! 

Kitimat Ocean...(Douglas Channel Bay) I have heard reports of some good catches of Chinook. The fish are waiting to head up into the Kitimat river. Any day now the river fishing should pick up. 

Kalum River...is in good shape even with the hot weather and rain. It looks like a good run of Chinook are in the river. I have reports of a 50-pounder hooked and landed. The odd Steelhead is still around, I have a report of one landed. 

...June 14-15 water is in good shape which makes it good for catching BIG Chinook! 

...June 16 had some heavy rain and river is just about out of shape. 

...June 21 coming back into shape. 

Cranberry River...still too dirty to fish. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. Fish are at the clean seams where tributary rivers enter. Chinook sometimes pull in there to clean their gills, so the theory goes. Lots of fish are in the main stem but impossible to angle for. 

...June 22 water dropped three feet over the last few days, not clean enough to fish for the BIG Chinook. Fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs should be possible now. The Jack’s are all immature male Chinook Salmon. The river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. 

Skeena River (Hog Line)...June 22 Chinook Salmon were observed rolling where the clean Kalum water meets the dirty Skeena River. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. I have a report of a 40-pounder taken there. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. As of June 15th the whole river is now open to angling. Chinook should be in the river now. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For June 22 - 29, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows our guest MR. SINJI HAYAMI of Japan lifting his 37-pound Chinook Salmon for a digital photo. He landed this fish after a long battle on June 28, 1997. 

Dear Fishing Friends:

Our two Danish guests Lars and Flemming took a break from river fishing and enjoyed a two day ocean fishing trip out of Prince Rupert with captain Eddy. They caught everything including Chinook, Halibut and Rock fish. They really enjoyed their fresh Dungeness Crab dinner. 

The river fishing has been tough because of the high water conditions. The water, in general, was clean enough but too high for the fish to hold in pools. They keep moving up river. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR_*_GOOD__EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 37-pound Chinook Where: Kitimat River 

Name of Angler: Sinji Hayami-San 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal with highs to 22 and lows of 10 degrees Celsius. Mostly cloudy with scattered rain showers and quite a few sunny periods. 

Water conditions... have been fair to good all week but high. 

Kitimat River ...June 28/97 Angling Guide Randy Marshall’s guest Mr. Hayami had quite a battle with a 37-pound Chinook before landing it. 

...June 29/97 water came up during the day, so fishing was not that good. The best fishing conditions are dropping and cleaning water. The worst are rising and getting dirty. 

Kitimat Ocean...(Douglas Channel Bay) I have heard reports of some good catches of Chinook. There are fish still in the bay waiting to go up river. 

Kalum River...is in good shape. It looks like a good run of Chinook are in the river. It has been catch and release for Chinook up until June 30. After that a person may retain one Chinook per year over 65 cm below the first canyon boundary signs. 

...June 30/97 the water is in good shape but high. 

Skeena River...fishing for Jack Salmon with eggs should be possible now. The Jack’s are all immature male Chinook Salmon. The river has a big run of these. They are small, around 30 to 50 cm or one or two pounds. 

...June 27/97 The main stem Skeena is borderline fishable. I have reports of a few BIG fish hooked today. If it cleans more LOOK OUT! 

...June 29/97 the Sockeye Salmon are in the river now and a person has a chance to catch them with the fly-rod. You may retain two Sockeye per day. Ferry Island is a popular spot to try your luck. 

Skeena River (Hog Line)...June 22 Chinook Salmon were observed rolling where the clean Kalum water meets the dirty Skeena. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big, clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. I have a report of a 45-pounder taken there last week. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. I have a report of a 55-pouder being hooked and landed off the bridge. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. As of June 15th the whole river is now open to angling. Chinook should be in the river now. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. This week the Rainbow Trout fishing was spectacular. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​1997 May 4

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For April 27 to May 4, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows my first Chinook Salmon landed this year from the Kalum River May 3, 1997. Gill held the fish and I snapped the photo. After some quick photos were taken the fish was released back into the river. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The Chinook Salmon have started to enter the Kalum River! I have GOOD REPORTS of Chinook being hooked! I caught my first Chinook Salmon yesterday on the Kalum River. Great to see the cycle starting over. Let us all hope for a good strong run! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 30-pound Chinook Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Noel Gyger 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +15degrees, lows +4, partly cloudy with some sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on all rivers except the Skeena have been good. 

Kitimat River...There is a good run of Steelhead in this river now. The water went out of shape April 16 but it is now back in shape. I have reports of good catches with the flyrods. The water is clean and the fish are strong and aggressive. 

...Apr.26/97 After the heavy rain overnight the river is out of shape. 

...May 3/97 The water is back in good shape and I have some good reports for catching Steelhead. 

Kalum River...Fishing for Steelhead has slowed down because of the rising water. This is normal for this time of year. The water is high but in good shape. Everyone is expecting Chinook Salmon and I have a report of a few being hooked in the lower end. 

...May 3/97 I fished with Gill and Randy, we had a good day hooking two Chinook and two Steelhead plus numerous Cutts and Dollys. Randy landed a big 20-pound buck Steelhead, not in too bad of shape. This fish was very strong, thought it was another Chinook for a long time. All fish were released. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is back into shape. 

...Apr. 26/97 the water went out of shape after heavy rain the night before. 

...May 3/97 the water is just starting to come back into shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 May 11

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For May 4 to 11, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Randy Marshall posing a bright male Steelhead he landed from the Kalum River this week. It was a strong fish, for a time Randy thought it was a Chinook. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The fishing is GREAT on the Kalum River, both Chinook Salmon and Steelhead can be hooked along with the local Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char. The weather and water conditions are also great! 

As of May 9, 1997 the increases on the daily fee for non-B.C. residents to fish classified waters will be deferred for one year. This fee will remain (same a last year) $20 per day to fish Class 1 rivers, and $10 per day to fish Class 2 rivers. They need to be congratulated for coming to their senses! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 30-pound Chinook Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Marvin James 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +17degrees, lows +5, partly cloudy with sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on all rivers except the Skeena have been good. 

Kitimat River...May 8/97 Randy guided a guest from Japan. The water was in good shape but they only managed to land one Steelhead. Naoki enjoyed catching numerous Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char. 

Kalum River...May 6/97 Randy and Naoki caught everything! Together, they hooked about a dozen Chinook and Steelhead but didn’t land that many. Naoki was also pleased to catch Dolly, Rainbow, Cutthroat and Whitefish. They had a GRAND SLAM day! 

...May 8/97 Ed, Marvin and Gill fished the lower end with the jet boat and landed a total of two Chinook and three Steelhead plus numerous Cutt’s and Dolly’s. They lost quite a few. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Flyfishing for Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char is very good in the upper end. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is back into shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 May 18

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For May 11 to 18, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows guest Jack Baikowitzs’ Steelhead posed by Angling Guide Gill Mckeen. Jack (also known as Mr. Coho) is a repeat guest that does two or three trips out here every year! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Sorry folks, I’m one day late. I "always" send my reports Sunday evening, which I did last night, but for some reason this morning I received a report (auto report from somewhere in cyberspace?) that the report failed:-( Cyber space lord may know why? Anyway, I’ll check into it tomorrow and hope that you don’t receive multiple copies, and that you have all had a pleasant weekend:-) 

It’s been a cool spring and when the warm weather hit us this week the rivers came up faster than normal and we lost all fishing opportunities other than fishing the clean seams around creek mouths. 

As of May 9, 1997 the increases on the daily fee for non-B.C. residents to fish classified waters will be deferred for one year. This fee will remain (same as last year) $20 per day to fish Class 1 rivers, and $10 per day to fish Class 2 rivers. They need to be congratulated for coming to their senses! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_*_ FAIR___GOOD__EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 30-pound Chinook Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Marvin James 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +17degrees, lows +5, partly cloudy with sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is poor due to the high water. 

Kitimat River...May 14/97 the water went out of shape due to the warm weather and lots of snow run-off. This is just what is needed to bring in the BIG Chinook Salmon. 

...May 18/97 Water coming back into shape, borderline fishing. 

Kalum River...May 14/97 This river went out of shape today. The water rose four feet. Trees were noted floating down the river. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is very high and out of shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 May 25

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For May 18 to 25, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Gill Mckeens’ bright Chinook he hooked and landed on the Kalum River on May 21, 1997. This fish was released after this quick photo. Gill also hooked some Steelhead! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The Kalum and Kitimat Rivers came back into shape May 20 but now on May 24 the conditions are borderline again due to the hot weather. 

Sorry to keep repeating the following notice but there are some folks who still don’t know that the fishing fees have been rolled back. IMPORTANT NOTICE...As of May 9, 1997 the increases on the daily fee for non-B.C. residents to fish classified waters will be deferred for one year. This fee will remain (same as last year) $20 per day to fish Class 1 rivers, and $10 per day to fish Class 2 rivers. They need to be congratulated for coming to their senses! 

As a result of these changes, refunds are available to anglers who have already purchased licenses that have been reduced in price or are not required. Affected anglers can apply for a refund by mailing their licenses to the address below, or having the licenses replaced at any Government Agent Office, and then mailing in for a refund. Please return licenses along with full name and address to: 

Fisheries Branch
Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X4 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR_ _ FAIR_*_GOOD__EXCELLENT__ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 35-pound Chinook Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Gill McKeen 

Weather...Air temperatures have been higher than normal during mid week with lots of sun and no rain. They reached a high 24 degrees Celsius. May 24/97. Low temps have been 5 degrees. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are good except for the BIG Skeena which is too dirty and high to fish. 

Kitimat River…May 18/97 Water coming back into shape, borderline fishing. 

...May 21/97 The river is back into shape. Gill and Marvin had a good day. They landed three Steelhead and two Chinook. 

Kalum River...May 20/97 The river is back into shape. I have reports of a few Chinook being hooked in the lower end. Any day now the Chinook should be coming in good numbers. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. Fish are at the clean seams where tributary rivers enter. Chinook sometimes pull in there to clean their gills, so the theory goes. 

Kasiks River...This Skeena tributary river is open to Chinook fishing below the CNR (railway) bridge. You can fish at the big clean pool between the bridge and the dirty Skeena River water. 

Lakelse River...Good Steelhead fishing in this river is just about over. The locals now are waiting to catch the BIG Chinook off the bridge at the lower end. I have reports of a few hooked. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...This river is borderline fishable. 

Lakes...the local lakes are starting to produce some good Cutthroat and Dolly Varden Char bites. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 April 6

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For March 30 to April 6, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows two happy guests Gary Ginter and Allen Tooke proudly posing a freshly caught Steelhead for a quick photo then release back into the Kalum River. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The fishing was much better this week:-) The air and water temperatures are up from last week and turned the bite on. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR___GOOD_*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 22-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Mr. Michael T. Munch 

Weather: Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +7 degrees and lots of sun. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. 

Snow conditions...Not much snow left. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will be entering the river anytime now. I have a report of a few being hooked in the middle section with the flyrod. 

Kalum River...Mar. 31/97 I took the jet boat and guided Mr. Coho on the upper half of the river. Gil came along. We hooked three Steelhead and landed two. One big fresh buck was estimated to weigh 15-pounds. 

...Apr. 4/97 The upper Kalum drift is back to normal. Gil’s two guests landed four Steelhead. The biggest one got away. Randy’s two guests also landed four, one right at the take-out. They had action all day! It was a nice sunny day with a high of + 8 degrees Celsius. 

...Apr. 5/97 Gil’s guests had a great day. They hooked about 8 or 10 Steelhead plus numerous Cutthroat’s and Dolly’s. It was another nice sunny day with highs to +10 degrees. 

Skeena River...All the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Apparently, someone has already hooked a Chinook Salmon. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz): A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is coming back into shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 April 13

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For April 6 to 13, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Tanya Fiscus' large, wild, buck Steelhead she landed on the Kitimat River. Gill helped her pose it. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The river fishing is GREAT! The saltwater fishing has started out of Prince Rupert, B.C. Canada. Here is a short description of what you can expect to catch and when: 

OCEAN EXCURSIONS
Northcoast Fishing Calendar 

APRIL: Getting the season off to an early start, you'll find resident chinook salmon (also called "feeder spring") weighing up to 30-pounds awaiting your hook. Also bottom fishing for halibut up to a couple of hundred pounds, as well as cod, is good now as it is year round. 

MAY: This month sees the first large seasonal run of trophy-sized (30-60-pound) chinook's bound for the Skeena, Kitimat and Nass Rivers, drawn by the huge herring spawn in the North Coast area. Halibut and cod are in abundance, also. 

JUNE: Continuing May's fine fishing, you'll find the giant chinook's still making their run for the North Coast river...until you intercept them. Halibut, ling cod, snapper and crab also await you. 

JULY: Consistent results from bottom fishing can be expected, but the coho are beginning to appear vying with the chinook for room at the river mouths. The trophy-sized chinook's are also making their appearance in large numbers. 

AUGUST: This is the month for the exciting fishing for the battling coho, as well as the giant chinook that are bound for the Skeena and the more southerly rivers. And there's an abundance of crab, halibut, ling cod and snapper. 

SEPTEMBER: The 10 to 18-pound Northern coho are tail-walking into local waters, offering some of the most exciting fishing anywhere, anytime. The early days of the month still offer well-fattened, ocean-feeding chinook. The crabbing and bottom fishing is still great! 

OCTOBER: Many of the Northern coho are still hanging around, having gained a lot of weight during the season. Resident or feeder chinook are also in abundance (and the other fishermen are not) and the halibut, lingcod and snapper will still offer GREAT FISHING! 

RIVER FISHING: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR___GOOD___EXCELLENT_*_ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 20-pound Buck Steelhead Where: Kitimat river 

Name of Angler: Tanya Fiscus 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +10 degrees and "lots" of sun. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. 

Snow conditions...Basically all gone, just some icebergs left on the banks of the river 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead is now in. Gill, Tanya and I fished on April 9th and hooked three Steelhead and managed to land only one. But the one was a big wild buck estimated to weigh 20-pounds. Someone else had hooked this fish before. We took an extra hook out of it's mouth. 

...Apr. 11/97 I have very good reports from this river. Lot's of Steelhead showing up. Randy and Pat hooked seven fish today. 

Kalum River...Apr. 9/97 Randy and Pat hooked into eight Steelhead on the upper drift. They had a GREAT DAY and the weather was perfect also. The Chinook Salmon should start showing up soon. Rising water should bring them in. 

Skeena River...All the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Apparently, someone has already hooked a Chinook Salmon. 

...Apr. 11/97 The water is still in good shape although starting to come up. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is back into shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 April 20

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For April 13 to 20, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Pat Marshall assisting Michael Bauer form MI, USA to pose his Steelhead, for a quick photo and then release, which he landed on the Kalum River on April 18, 1997. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The river fishing is GREAT! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR___GOOD_*__EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 20-pound Buck Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +10 degrees, partly cloudy with some sunny periods 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent 

Kitimat River...There is a good run of Steelhead in this river now. The water went out of shape April 16 but it is now back in shape. I have reports of good catches with the flyrods. The water is clean and the fish are strong and aggressive. 

Kalum River...Fishing for Steelhead is very good! Any day now, one can expect to catch "fresh" Chinook Salmon from the pacific Ocean, 115 miles from Terrace B.C. "O" what a fishing paradise we live in! 

Skeena River...All the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is back into shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger

1997 April 27

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For April 20 to 27, 1997 

The photo of the week shows a nice buck Steelhead hooked and released on the Kalum River after a quick photo. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The Chinook Salmon have started to enter the lower Kalum River! I have GOOD REPORTS of Chinook being hooked! Standby for more reports! 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT___ 

Weather...Air temperatures have been normal, with daytime highs of +15degrees, lows +4, partly cloudy with some sunny periods. 

Water conditions...on all rivers has been good except for the last few days when it rained too much. 

Kitimat River...There is a good run of Steelhead in this river now. The water went out of shape April 16 but it is now back in shape. I have reports of good catches with the flyrods. The water is clean and the fish are strong and aggressive. 

...Apr.26 After the heavy rain overnight the river is out of shape. 

Kalum River...Fishing for Steelhead has slowed down because of the rising water. This is normal for this time of year. The water is high but in good shape. Everyone is expecting Chinook Salmon and I have a report of a few being hooked in the lower end. 

Skeena River...is not fishable. The water color is too dirty. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. The water is back into shape. 

...Apr. 26 the water went out of shape after heavy rain the night before. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 March 2

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For February 23 - March 2, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows one of many "double header" Steelhead landed on the Kalum River from our drift boats. My two fishing buddies were Ed and Rick. These bright does were landed on March 26, 1996. This photo was originally a regular colour print. I re-shot it with my digital camera using close up lenses. The quality is not 100% but better than nothing when you need a Steelhead photo fix! We’ll soon be drifting on the Kalum River and all photos then will be shot "live" with digital cameras. Get ready:-) 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Sorry about the triple copies of my report some of you received last Sunday evening. The cause of the problem has been fixed by my mail server, so I hope it doesn’t happen again. 

We’re all excited to start guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River March 15th. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR_____ FAIR__*__GOOD____EXCELLENT____ 

Largest caught this week: 15-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Pat (Pickle) Marshall 

Weather...has been fair all week. Air temperatures have been normal. Daytime lows to -0 with highs to +6 degrees Celsius. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. 

Snow conditions: Melting fast. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will start any day now. 

Kalum River...We will have our drift-boat take-out road open in the next day or two. We are all excited to start drifting again. 

Skeena River...Most of the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Randy Marshall landed a nice one at the mouth of the Kalum River where it joins the Skeena. It was a bright fish! 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. I have a report of a few Steelhead landed. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
1997 March 9

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For March 2 to 9, 1997 

The photo of the week shows the "hat trick" (third) fish landed by Dave. This bright buck weighed about 10 - 12-pounds. It was caught today and gently released after this digital photo. I hope Dave’s wife is not jealous because he actually kissed this fish :-) With three rods we hooked about a dozen Steelhead and land seven. Not a bad day, actually a GREAT DAY! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

This weeks fishing was EXCELLENT!!! First excellent report is quite awhile! Check out the Kalum River report below! This is "change your life" kind of Steelheading! 

The signs of spring have arrived in BC’s Northwest. The days are longer and the cold, winter snap is gone. The ice is off the Skeena, and the Oulicans are in to spawn. 

Oulicans are a species of the smelt family, and are about 6 to 8 inches in length. They are also know as "The Candle Fish". This species of the smelts is so oily that when they are dried, they will actually stay lit like a candle. The Oulicans are mainly pursued by the natives for their rich oil which they use for cooking and trading. The word "Oulican" in the native translation means "First Life", meaning they are the first fish to migrate from salt to fresh water. On some of the rivers, the natives set up camps along the banks where they would extract the oil from the Oulicans in huge pots over a fire. To anglers in Terrace, the arrival of the Oulicans have a whole different meaning, it means that the Chinook Salmon and Spring Steelhead are starting their migration up the Skeena River to begin their cycle, as the Oulican are in the process of completing theirs. The Steelhead will meet their brother and sisters heading back to the salt water as "Kelts", spawned Steelhead, after spending a long winter in some of the Skeena tributaries. 

Countdown to when we start guiding on the Kalum River. 6 days to go. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR_____ FAIR_____GOOD____EXCELLENT__*__ 

Largest caught this week: 20- pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Noel Gyger 

Weather...Air temperatures have been lower than normal. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent due to the cooler weather and no rain. 

Snow conditions...Melting fast. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will be entering the river anytime now. 

Kalum River...Mar. 3/97 Pat and Randy Marshall made the first drift down the Kalum today. They started about 11 a.m. and hit the take-out at 4 p.m. . They hooked 6 Steelhead in that time period. 

...Mar. 4/97 Randy, Pat and I made the five mile drift today on the Kalum and hooked 12 Steelhead, landed 4, largest being a 20-pound buck. Our land lose ratio was poor. This was my first drift of the year. We didn’t start fishing until 11 a.m. off by 5:30 p.m.. Weather was bad, snowing with air temperature -1 degree. We had a problem with the fishing rod guides freezing up but we were happy with the fishing. 

...Mar. 6/97 Randy and Pat drifted today. They had a GREAT day! They landed 10 Steelhead. Air temperature high +2. 

...Mar. 8/97 Randy and Pat drifted again. They had ANOTHER GREAT day! They landed 9 Steelhead. Air temperature +3 with sunny periods. 

...Mar. 9/97 Randy and Pat landed a nice Steelhead. They hooked about a dozen in total. 

...Mar. 9/97 Dave, Gill and I started fishing at 8:45 a.m. off at 5 p.m. We had an excellent day. We landed 7 Steelhead, hooked about 10 in total. 

Skeena River...Most of the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Randy Marshall landed a nice one at the mouth of the Kalum River where it joins the Skeena last week. It was a bright fish! 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. I have a report of a few Steelhead landed. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For March 9 to 16, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Gil McKeen posing a bright doe Steelhead he landed on the Kalum River March 10, 1997. Beautiful river - beautiful fish! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Our season has started. We can guide on the Kalum River as of March 15, 1997. I can not give the rating as excellent because of the cold weather we’ve had. Along with the Steelhead fishing we’re catching the odd Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR____ FAIR____GOOD__*_EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 20- pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Bob Bigler 

Weather...Air temperatures have been WELL below normal, with daytime highs of - 4 degrees. The average high temperature for this time of year is + 6 degrees Celsius. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent due to the cooler weather and no rain. Because of the cold weather the water has dropped another couple of inches. 

Snow conditions...Not melting very much due to the cold weather. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will be entering the river anytime now. Water is very low, so not too many fish will be entering the river. Ice was still floating down the river on March 15th. 

Kalum River...Mar. 15/97 This is the first day we could guide. Randy’s two guests Bob and Rod landed two Steelhead on the upper drift. They hooked about six fish in total, including two Steelhead smolts. Not bad, considering it was - 5 degrees C. when they started out and only warmed up to - 1 and windy in spots. The propane heater in the boat came in handy. They had trouble with fishing rod eyes freezing up. The water is very, very low and the fish are spooked. Last year at this time the river was at least 3 feet higher. 

...Mar. 16/97 Randy’s two guests Bob and Rob did a little better today. They managed to land three Steelhead on the upper drift. It was Bob’s lucky day, he landed them all. The largest was an estimated 20-pound buck. After quick photos all the fish were gently released back into the river. Even though it is not a regulation we use small barbless hooks. We believe that is the best for catch and release. The weather was also better with a high temperature of + 3 degrees C. with sunny periods. Gil landed two Steelhead from the bank 

Skeena River...Most of the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Apparently, someone has already hooked a Chinook Salmon. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. I have a report of a few Steelhead landed. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 March 23

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For March 16 to 23, 1997 

[image: image38.jpg]



The photo of the week shows Dean Duke assisting Johnny Johnston to pose his first ever Steelhead landed on the Kalum River. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Our season has started. We can guide on the Kalum River as of March 15, 1997. Along with the Steelhead fishing we’re catching the odd Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR__*_GOOD___EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 20- pound Steelhead doe Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Mr. Dean Duke 

Weather...Air temperatures have been close to normal, with daytime highs of +4 degrees. The average high temperature for this time of year is + 6 degrees Celsius. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent except for the Copper that blew out two days ago from the heavy rain. 

Snow conditions...Melting fast with the warmer weather. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will be entering the river anytime now. Water is very low, so not too many fish will be entering the river. 

Kalum River...Mar. 17/97 The weather was very bad in the morning. The air temperature was around -2 and lots of blowing snow. Very difficult fishing conditions, although Randy’s group did manage to land one Steelhead. 

...Mar. 18 and 19/97 Pat’s guests, Marty and Steve, ran into bad weather also, but they did manage to land a few Steelhead. They were especially impressed with the size of all the fish. 

...Mar. 19/97 I made a drift with Gil. I landed five Steelhead and Gil one. We hooked a total of eight Steelhead and landed six. I shot some nice digital photos. The weather turned bad near the end of the day and we had to skip the last few pools. 

...Mar. 21/97 Mr. Duke landed three beautiful Steelhead today. The largest was a very fresh 20-pound doe. This was the biggest doe that Dean had ever seen. 

...Mar. 22/97 Mr. Johnston landed his first ever Steelhead (see digital photo) on the Kalum River today. This is one happy guy:-) 

Skeena River...Most of the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Apparently, someone has already hooked a Chinook Salmon. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. I have a report of a few Steelhead landed. 

...Mar. 23/97 After heavy rain over the last few days the river is out of shape. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 March 30

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For March 23 to 30, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Angling Guide Patrick Marshall assisting guest Steve Otto for a photo of his Steelhead landed on the Kalum River this week. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Our season has started. We can guide on the Kalum River as of March 15, 1997. Along with the Steelhead fishing we're catching the odd Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Char. Compared to last year at this time the fishing is very slow. We can't figure it out. It may have something to do with poor weather conditions and colder than average water temperature. I guess that is why they call it fishing and not catching. 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR__*__ FAIR____GOOD___EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: estimated 12 -14 lb. Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Mr. Steve Otto 

Weather...Air temperatures have been close to normal, with daytime highs of +4 degrees. The average high temperature for this time of year is + 6 degrees Celsius. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent except for the Copper which is still colored. 

Snow conditions...Melting fast with the warmer weather. 

Kitimat River...The spring run of Steelhead will be entering the river anytime now. 

Kalum River...Mar. 24/97 Pat's guest Mr. Warren Werbitt from Montreal landed three Steelhead today. Fishing has been tough, with all the bad weather. It snowed and rained most of the day. 

...Mar. 25/97 After very heavy rain overnight and during the day the river is now out of shape. The water is brown. If the rain stops the river should come back into shape soon. 

...Mar. 27/97 The water is back into shape and Pat's two guests Warren and Steve landed one Steelhead each. Both were does. One of average size and one smaller than average. 

Skeena River...All the ice is off the river. A person now has a chance to catch "fresh" spring run Steelhead that will be entering the river anytime. Apparently, someone has already hooked a Chinook Salmon. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. Access to the river now is much better and the spring bite is on. 

Copper River (Zymoetz)...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over. This river is closed to fishing above the first canyon to conserve the "wild" Steelhead. You can still angle below the first canyon. I have a report of a few Steelhead landed. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 February 2

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For January 26 - February 2, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows exactly what Justin is referring to in his article below, "Fantastic fall Skeena River and tributary "bright silver" "northern" Coho Salmon Fishing"! Our lodge record fish weighed 27 - pounds and was landed by Mr. Jack Baikowitz of Montreal, Canada… and he now wishes to be known as "Mr. Coho"! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The time is moving on. Countdown to when we can start guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River has begun. 41 days to go. 

In the "cold" winter months, although getting warmer, when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools… I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about Coho salmon fishing and was written by my nephew Justin Gyger. I hope you enjoy it. 

British Columbia - "The Zipper Mouth" 

© 1994 by Justin Gyger 

Another article on Coho, Yes it is! As you have read, I praise these acrobatic finned fighters of the fish world. I rank Coho Salmon (otherwise known as "Silvers") the number one sport fish. 

In my last story, I wrote about the famous Skeena River, but this time the article will be on a small Skeena tributary known to Northwest Fishing Guides as the "Zipper Mouth." 

The "Zip", is perhaps the most beautiful little river valley in the entire world. This river is relatively small but receives little if no fishing pressure even during peak salmon run periods. 

Tall mountain peaks and shear rock faces, guard this unspoiled jewel of the Skeena wilderness. Flowing off these immense escarpments are magnificent waterfalls which are numerous at times. These cascading columns of water are the result of the autumn rains which bring water levels up in the Skeena tributaries signaling the return of the big Northern Coho. 

After the water clears up in the "Zip" you can actually count every rock and pebble at 7 feet of clear blue-green water and in some pools you can even see Coho "Slam" your presentation. This pristine little river begins by pouring out of a hole in the mountain and emptying into beautiful pool that can hold literally hundreds of Silvers that with the right presentation can be taken on every cast. The size of these fish can range anywhere from 10 - 25 lbs. 

Now as for the proper techniques there is a variety of methods to choose from. First we float fish using 14 - 17 ft noodle rods combined with a Pacific Steelheader single action reels loaded with 10-12 lb. test monofilament and 6-8 tippet material approximately 24 inches long below a barrel swivel. Now attach a #8-10 hook to your tippet accompanied by a small egg sack or a chunk of skeined roe. Use small micro shot for weight and remember to use only enough weight to keep your rig suspended just above the snags along the rivers bottom or to keep the bobber floating upright in the water. 

Not everybody has to use these high tech float rods. A 9-10 foot rod set up with an Ambassador 5500 or similar Diawa reels loaded with 10-15lb test should suffice. 

Another simple yet very effective technique is the use of heavy lure such as Crocodiles or Fat Alberts. I personally like Fat Alberts because of the wide variety of colors to choose from. Color can be important for different water conditions. The rule of thumb is to use gold silvers or any metallic color in clear water and solid colors such as chartreuse or hot pink in colored water. All you have to do is locate some Coho and cast your spoon ahead of them, allow your lure to dive down to where the resting fish are holding. The take may be only a slight twitch on the rod tip or big slam. It’s up to you to recognize what is happening on the end of your line. 

This last technique, I have found to be the most productive, in fact even more explosive, especially when the other systems fail. Noel Gyger, our "senior guide", landed 30 big Northern Coho, two of which were over 20 lbs, with this technique. The "Ghost Method" is how I refer to this system. The reason being is because I can’t tell you. Now that the hair is standing up on the back of your neck, I can tell you this. Come to Terrace BC and "we," Northwest Fishing Guides, will personally show you this master techniques for monster Coho. 

If you would like more information on the services Northwest Fishing Guides offer give the author a call in Kamloops, B.C. at (250) 554-0834. We will send you a brochure and a rate sheet and maybe a tip on the "Ghost Method". 

Another way to see the great fishing we offer send for one of our personal video’s of our guiding season. The cost is $20 U.S. includes shipping and handling. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR__*_FAIR____GOOD____EXCELLENT___ 

Weather...has been excellent all week and has warmed up quite a bit. Highs of +4 degrees and lows of - 4 degrees Celsius. Warm enough for fishing but most of the good pools are still froze over. Access to good water is difficult. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. Low and clear. Only problem is access with all the snow and some pools being frozen over. 

Snow conditions:3.0 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake is frozen over and folks are out their catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports: 

- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report)

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records: Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 February 9

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For February 2 - 9, 1997 
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The photo collage shows our seven bedroom fishing lodge. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The time is moving on. Countdown to when we can start guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River has begun. 34 days to go. 

In the "cold" winter months, although getting warmer, when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools... I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about fishing for both Steelhead and Chinook on the same day on our upper Kalum River drift. 

This weeks article goes back a few years but is still relevant today. The article is about pulling plugs or hot-shotting. Now-a-days we guide using more conventional methods such as bottom bouncing, back bouncing, float fishing, lure or even fly-fishing . Some of our guests still like to pull plugs. I hope you enjoy it; it was a very exciting day! 

May 2nd On The Kalum 

© 1985 by Noel F. Gyger 

My guests are ready and eager to go. The day before they had a count of four to three each. We make one stop at a convenience store to pick up last minute items and a quick coffee to go. We drive up the Kalum Lake road for five miles, stop at our shop and pick up the 19-foot drift boat then drive the nine miles to the launch site. Everyone’s in great spirits, laughing and joking all the way and the only serious topic is sportfishing. What a great way to make a living. 

I back the boat to the edge of the river and within 10 minutes we’re drifting. The drift is five miles long. Lines are made ready. Today we’re pulling plugs or using jet planers to pull spin & glow and eggs. The plug we’re using is a #20 hot-shot. Any color is fine as long as they shine and look new. Hook size is a #3 Gamakatsu. I use a size "0" jet planer. Spin & Glow #4 combined with #4 Gamakatsu hook. A little bigger hook is used with spin & glow so that an egg bag can be added, if desired. All hooks are tied with the "egg loop" knot and a four or five foot leader is tied between the jet planer and spin & glow. Reels are usually filled to capacity with quality 20-pound test line. 

To keep track of our daily catches when pulling plugs I have devised the following system: If we had an eight to six day, it would mean that we hooked a total of 14 fish and landed six. The number eight on the left is the fish we hooked but lost and the number six on the right is the fish that we landed. 

Time 9:20 AM. Three bank fishermen were plunked-out at the put-in, so we floated down to an area we call the pensioners hole, a distance of 100 yards and started fishing there. I told them to let out 60-feet of line. All three rods had hot-shots on. Lines went out quickly and I started to work the hole. As I started my swing to the right - POW - the rod on the left doubled over and we were into our first fish after only 10 minutes. The two other rods were pulled in, clearing the way for Les to play the fish. 

Within seconds we all realized we had a powerful Chinook hooked. I slipped the boat down-stream and hit the beach approximately 200 yards from where the fish was first hooked. Les jumped out of the boat onto the shore and continued to fight the fish. Cameras were clicking and videos rolling. 

The fish seemed to stop fighting but there was still a lot of pressure on the line as if it has sat on the bottom and decided not to move. This is a common Chinook trait. After 10 minutes we realized it was tangled with some line that had previously been broken off. The only thing we could do was get back in the boat, row out and hope we could get the mess off. Les pulled on the line to its breaking point and to our amazement and delight the other line broke and Les still had the fish. Back to shore we go, Les continued to play this fish and within another 10 minutes he had landed a 30-pound doe Chinook, bright silver, fresh from the ocean 114 miles away. So now our count was zero to one. 

We celebrated as I pushed the drift-boat back into the stream and drifted to the next hole. This is a slow moving pool with a rocky tail-out. We started letting the plugs out high in the pool as not to spook the holding fish. 

When all three lines are out 100 feet and in the center of the pool, I pull on the oars and they dive under. I start to sweep the pool. After four or five passes we are almost ready to give up and float onto the next pool when rod one doubles over. Instantly the line goes slack. When Les reels in the slack line a powerful Chinook rips off 50-yards of line and goes streaking through the tail-out. In a scramble, the other two lines are cleared out of the way. This fish, landed at the top of the next pool, weighed approximately 35-pounds and since Les already had taken his Chinook for the day, this fish was released, but not before pictures and videos were taken. Time 10:30 AM. The count is now zero to two and off we go. 

Since this fish was landed at the top of this pool I decided to fish the lower end. Lines are stripped out on the fast side, and when all were out, I slipped down 50 feet to position the plugs just above the large rocky tail-out and started sweeping to the left. The plugs only fish effectively for one or two minutes because the back-eddy catches them and moves them upstream. After one sweep and no hits, I decide to try one more time. Lines are brought in and let out again. I make the sweep again. The plugs are coming into the slot when line one doubles over with a fish. Seconds later rod three does the same. At first we think its the same fish but we soon realize we have a double-header. We landed two very nice Steelhead weighing about 12 to 14-pounds each. Both were released. What a great day, we had not been fishing for more than two hours and we landed two chinook and two steelhead. The count is zero to four. Time is 11 AM. 

We float down a mile passing over a long stretch of low, fast water and around a corner to the kiss hole. While approaching it we can see Chinook rolling on the right side. The kiss hole is a large deep run so I instruct my guests to snap on the jet planers and hook on egg bags. Eggs work well on spawning salmon. We let out 100 feet of line at the top of the run. I start working oars, moving the drift boat to the right, making sure the bait is presented where we’ve seen the rolling fish. It didn’t take long, two sweeps and a very large Chinook took the bait. Rod two was into his first fish. I stayed high in the pool, right side, moved very close to shore and dropped anchor in two feet of water. My guests played the fish from the boat while I went to shore to get some good camera angles. After 30 minutes of pumping Dave finally lands a 50-pound doe. 

Score zero to five. Time 12:10 PM. It’s lunch time and I offer my guests the choice of a nice shore lunch complete with camp fire, which takes time, or we all can make a sandwich on board and keep fishing. It was unanimous - keep fishing! 

I float down to the next run and keep the planers on because this is a long run too. I started at the very top and worked down. Twenty minutes had passed since I started fishing this run. When were almost ready to reel in, rod two buckles over and we’re into another fish. The fish goes streaking through the tail-out and managed to wrap itself around a rock and broke off. Score one to five. Time 12:45 PM. 

We float down through the shoot and slowly I row a long calm stretch. The sun is shining, the fishing so far has been excellent and everyone is in good spirits. As we approach the tail-out we notice Chinook rolling on the left side in a deep slot just above the tail-out. I know from experience that the Steelhead hold on the right side on a gravel bar we call the reds. Planers are taken off in favor of #20 Special Edition (SE) hot-shots. One hundred feet of line is reeled out for all three rods and I start sweeping between rolling chinook and spawning steelhead. Rod three jumps and immediately goes slack. We realize the fish had spit the hook. The hot-shot of rod three starts to shake again. I row the drift-boat to the left and before I get to the middle of the pool rod three rips over, just like the fish had been following it, and almost breaks the rod in half as line goes screaming out. We’re sure that this fish is hooked well but our luck is running out - within seconds the line goes slack, another fish lost and we’re not even sure if it was a chinook or steelhead. Score three to five. 

By now we must have spooked the fish so we decide to move on. Everyone is feeling down a bit from losing the last three fish, but we all agreed with the old saying, "that’s fishing." 

As we float out of the run I navigate the drift-boat through a shallow rocky section into the next pool called the Jones’s hole. As we float around the corner we observe two bald eagles that I see almost every drift. Hot-shots are left on. We spend another 30 minutes sweeping back and forth fishing but couldn’t raise a bite. Off we go through more shallow water, bumping rocks, trying to avoid getting hung-up. 

The next pool is called the double-header and is the half-way point on the drift. The pool got its name from the fact that on one drift we had hooked and landed two chinook at the same time. 

The plugs are unsnapped and replaced by the jet planer. This is a short, deep pool whose water circles to the left. Lines have to be kept short to 50 feet and the jet planer is set for the deepest dive. We usually see Chinook rolling here, but didn’t observe any today. After 20 minutes of no hits, we decide to move on in favor of a run that has better conditions for plugging. We kept the jet planers on and adjusted them for shallow dive for the next run. Hooks are checked and sharpened. Fresh egg bags are put on. All this extra attention and good fishing habits didn’t do us any good because we didn’t get a bite after 20 minutes. I float down to the next run and lines are set out again. Ten minutes pass when rod three buckles over just as I was pulling hard on the right oar. Rod three nearly touches the bow of the boat. Panic is on again! After a 30 minute battle a bright silver 65-pound doe chinook is landed on the left shore. The party is on, especially after John released this big fish. Score now is three to six. Time 2:30 PM. 

We float a half mile down a stretch of shallow, fast water to a big pool and holding area called the horseshoe. We see chinook rolling everywhere. All tackle is checked and 100 feet of line is fed out. After 10 minutes rod three rips over. John is ecstatic! This is his second fish in 20 minutes. After a short fight he lands a nice 15-pound doe steelhead that also was released. Count three to seven. We normally would spend more time at the horseshoe but since we’ve spent so much time landing fish we had to keep moving. 

The next run is usually a very good run and sure enough we had two good rips, one on rod one and the other on rod three - John almost jumped out of his skin! Both fish were lost after a few seconds. Score five to seven. Time 3:30 PM. We’re on the move again to a run called lower rock alley. Once again, we had a good rip on rod three but the fish got off. Count six to seven. We float into a good pool we call the loser hole named for the time we lost six chinook in this hole before landing the seventh. 

Planers are removed in favor of hot-shots. After three sweeps rod one gets a good hit and the line goes slack. Les winds the reel like crazy but the fish has gotten off. Count seven to seven. Time 4:45 PM. 

We make two more sweeps before we pull out of this hole. No more hits. We’re plugging the last hole called last chance. Everyone agreed they didn’t care if they had anymore hits because already the day was fabulous. They no sooner said this when rod two doubles over and the line goes screaming out! Another large chinook is on the hook. I beach the drift-boat and Dave chases the fish. Dave ends up landing it at the drift-boat take-out. A few young kids were there watching the show and were amazed when Dave finally beached this 50-pound doe chinook - and released it. Count five to eight. Time 5:30 PM. My guests all laughed when I said, "Are we all done at five to eight?" 

My guests gave me a hearty, "yes, we’re done for today - but there’s still tomorrow." 

We had a pretty good day. We hooked 13 fish and landed three steelhead and five chinook. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 16-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...has been excellent all week and has warmed up quite a bit. Highs of +4 degrees and lows of 0 degrees Celsius. Warm enough for fishing. Access to good water is still difficult but getting better every day. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. Low and clear. Only problem is access with all the snow and most pools are free of ice. 

Snow conditions: 2.8 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake: Frozen over and folks are out there catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports: 

- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records: Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 February 16

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For February 9 - 16, 1997 

[image: image42.jpg]



The photo of the week shows my good fishing buddy Bruce Knudson about to release another fine looking Coho Salmon landed on the Kitimat River in September 1996. Nice technique Bruce! If you are going to release keep them in the water and off the rocks as much as possible. Enjoy the Salmon photos because after March 15th it’s going to be all Steelhead! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

This is fishing report number 52. It’s an anniversary! I’ve been doing these weekly reports for one year now and I hope you have enjoyed them as much as I had making them. Thanks to all who wanted to be added to my list. A special thanks goes out to Mr. Jerry Bellows and his son Chris for being the first to subscribe to my list on Feb. 13/96 and sticking with me:-) Give me a buzz or e-mail Jerry and Chris I've got something for you! 

The time is moving on. Countdown to when we can start guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River has begun. 27 days to go! 

By March 1st we plan to open up the drift-boat take-out road so the guides can get a few practice (fishing) days in before the season officially begins on March 15. Stay tuned. 

Louis Bignami’s "Fine Fishing" Internet Magazine has been reformatted and moved. His *NEW* URL is: http://www.finefishing.com. Please update the "underlined" BOOKMARK links below. 

I’ve been asked many times, what is a Kermode Bear? As you can see my e-mail address is and because my ISP (Internet Service Provider) uses the bear’s name, more interest is generated. A nice article about the bear was written by Stephanie Wiebe and I have permission from both Stephanie and our local tourism publication "Skeena Country" to reprint the article. "Skeena Country" is published each year by the "Terrace Standard" newspaper. I hope you enjoy it. 

The Kermodei Bear
you’ll be lucky to see one of these rare creatures
© 1995 by Stephanie Wiebe 

No, it isn’t a polar bear. That creamy white bear you’ve heard about is not an albino, either. It’s called a Kermodei (kerr-MO-dee), and it’s an extremely rare creature. 

Not all Kermodeis are white, however. With coats ranging from yellow to red, blue-gray and brown to black, the Kermodei is made distinct by its cranial and dental structure, and tends to be slightly larger than its black-bear cousins. But it’s the creamy white beasts that attract all the attention. 

It began over ninety years ago, when Francis Kermode, director of the B.C. Provincial Museum, investigated sightings of ghostly white bears along the Nass and Skeena Rivers. Kermode reported his findings to a naturalist at the New York Zoological Society, and the bear was declared a distinct species. That label was later challenged, and the Kermodei was given a sub-species status of the common American Black Bear. 

Kermodeis are exclusive to northwest British Columbia. Tsimshian legend says the white Kermodei wanders northwest forests, taking human form if needed, to fight evil spirits, rescue people in distress, and point out food supplies in times of famine. 

The Kermodei averages about 250 pounds, with a body length of five to six feet. Fully grown at four years, Kermodeis have small brown eyes, rounded ears, and soft, almost "teddy bear" features. 

A recluse, this bear seeks mountainous terrain and deep forests, along with the salmon streams that cut through the northwest, feeding on wild berries, insects, salmon and small game. 

It also haunts the Terrace landfill vicinity. Among locals, that’s the preferred site for a glimpse of a Kermodei. But a few rules: as with all bears and other wildlife, a safe distance is critical - these powerful, unpredictable creatures can move quickly. And Kermodeis are a protected species, only to be shot with a zoom camera lens. 

Note: Since this article was written you can no longer view Kermodei or black bears at the local landfill. The city has installed an electric fence around the perimeter. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR_*_GOOD___EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 15-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Joe Zak 

Weather...has been excellent all week and has warmed up quite a bit. Highs of +4 degrees and lows of +1 degrees Celsius. Warm enough for fishing. Access to good water is still difficult but getting better every day. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. Low and clear. Only problem is access with all the snow and most pools are free of ice. 

Snow conditions:2.6 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Joe Zak, Randy and Kevin went float fishing on the upper Kalum River Feb. 5/97 and did great! They landed six Steelhead (three doe and three bucks) and lost three. The biggest fish was a buck that weighed around 15-pounds. They were all fresh except for one that was on the dark side. They also landed a big Dolly Varden Char. It was a nice sunny day but a bit cold because the winds were blowing out of the north. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake: Frozen over and folks are out there catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports: 

-The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report)

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger 
NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For February 16 - 23, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows outdoor writers Mr. Jack Berryman (left), Mr. Dave Vedder (right) and Angling Guide Clint Derlago, PLUS a "wild" Kalum River steelhead. Mr. Vedder’s beaming smile tells it all.. and he wasn’t disappointed that this fish was caught on jig. This photo was taken the same day he wrote the article below. This photo was originally a regular colour print. I re-shot it with my digital camera using close up lenses. The quality is not 100% but close to it. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

The time is moving on. Countdown to when we can start guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River has begun. 20 days to go. 

We plan to open up the drift-boat take-out road by March lst so the guides can get a few practice (fishing) days in before the season officially begins on March 15. Stay tuned. 

Many of my friends around the world do not have the opportunity to read the latest article by Dave Vedder "North Country Steelheading" published in the Feb. - March, 1997 issue of the "Salmon Trout Steelheader" magazine. Dave Vedder has given me permission to reprint his article in this report. I hope you enjoy it. 

North Country Steelheading
© 1997 by Dave Vedder

Sometimes it seems like the steelhead Gods are plotting against you. For seven months I and my fishing partner, who shall go unnamed for reasons to be revealed later, had been planning a springtime steelhead trip to British Columbia's far north country. We did all the usual research to assure that we would arrive at prime time, when the river was that perfect steelhead green and the fish were stacked like cord wood. Our hosts Cosmo Zavaglia and Noel Gyger of Northwest fishing Guides assured us the spring kickoff for Kalum and Copper River steelhead was as near a sure thing as steelheading ever gets. These are all "wild" fish, there are no fish hatcheries on the whole Skeena river system. 

For almost twenty years the Kalum has been among the most consistent steelhead producers on the continent. The Copper has been up and down, but last fall my friend Clint Derlago had several twenty fish days on the Copper. By March 15th, when the season traditionally kicks off both river hold abundant numbers of fish that return in the fall and winter as well as mint bright spring fish. The Copper sometimes blows out from heavy spring runoff but the Kalum, which has a huge lake at its headwaters, never blows out. Noel and Cosmo told us that a typical day on the Kalum in March and April produces up to fifteen to twenty hook-ups per boat on wild steelhead that range from ten to thirty pounds. The Copper often produced even better. 

My partner and I arrived on a typical North Country spring day. Dispirit gray patches of snow clung stubbornly in the shadows, but open patches under the trees proved that spring was in the air. My good friend Clint Derlago, Northwest Fishing Guides newest guide met us at the airport. He was on cloud nine. He and Noel had been "test fishing the Kalum with superb results. The day before he had hooked three steelhead before breakfast. Two of the three fish were over twenty pounds! He hadn't checked out the Copper but he was sure it would produce the same phenomenal fishing as it had last fall. 

We rushed to the lodge, slapped on our waders and sped off for the Copper. As soon as we saw the river we knew we were in trouble. It was the color of chocolate and three feet higher than prime. Disappointed, we headed back to the lodge. There wasn't enough time to try the Kalum. 

Noel wasn't concerned. He told me that he had never seen the Kalum go out of shape and that we shouldn't worry. We spent a pleasant evening watching the many videos Noel has taken of past successful outings. 

The next morning we got up at eight AM, and ate a leisurely breakfast. Noel told us there was no reason to hurry, as no one else has drift boat access to the upper river. In low water, which is usual for this time of year, jet sleds can't maneuver the shallow tail outs because there are too many rocks sticking up. Impossible for jet boats but perfect for drift boats and Noel has the only take-out on the upper river so no other drift boats would be ahead of us. 

Imagine our horror when we saw that the Kalum had risen three feet and had the visibility of dark tea. Noel was mystified. Never, had he seen his favorite river do this. We later figured out that two days of very heavy rains near the headwaters had flushed tons of mud and oceans of water in to the river. Even so, Noel was optimistic. He told us he had never fished the Kalum without catching fish and he didn't intend to start now. I was skeptical, but figured we had come this far we might as well give it a try. 

The first run we fished produced nothing. I wasn't surprised. The next run, was the "pensioners hole". As my float worked it's way down a near-shore seem Noel said, "Go down float." To my amazement it did!. I set the hook and was fast into my first Kalum River steelhead. After a very strong fight the twelve pound buck came ashore. We had bucked long odds and had succeeded. I figured that one fish was an accident but I wasn't complaining. 

In the next few hours we experienced what I can only describe as world class steelheading. We hooked twelve more steelhead and landed eight. Not bad for a river that was clearly out of shape. Viability was no more than two feet, whole trees were floating down river and the flow was about twice as fast as what Noel considered optimum. 

The only downside was that my partner was in one of those streaks when he just couldn't hook a fish. He's a good steelheader and he was doing everything right but his rod was dead. Of the twelve hook-ups he had only one, and that fish came unbuttoned before we got a look at it. 

The next day we were very optimistic. The river had dropped only slightly, but the clarity had improved to about three feet. I decided to give my partner a break by switching from spawn bags to a jig. For years Noel had fished almost exclusively with plugs until Pat "Pickle" Marshall booked a trip last spring. Pat proved to Noel that spawn bags will out fish plugs by two to one. Noel, a quick learner, immediately switched to spawn bags. On our first day that's all we fished. I assumed they would be deadly in high dirty water and they were. Now I was planning to switch to jigs to give my partner a chance to hook a few fish with spawn bags. I know all too well what it feels like to wear the smell of skunk when your buddy is having a heyday. 

You can probably guess what happened. The fish were all over the Jigs! It got to the point I was embarrassed every time I hooked-up. At each new run I waited until my partner had made a half dozen casts before I began working the water behind him. The fish wanted nothing to do with his spawn bags, but they loved my favorite jig, a number 10 hot pink Beau-Mac. By days end I had registered six hook-ups and four fish on the beach. In one of the Kalum's best drift's, the "Horseshoe", Noel cast in behind me while I fought a fourteen pound buck. Sure enough, he hooked a small buck for a rare double header. My partner got to take photos. 

While we were fishing, Clint drove back up to the Copper to see if it was coming into shape. he found it was still too high and dirty to fish. We didn't mind. In fact, I was eager to go back to jigging the Kalum. 

Day three promised to be perfect. The river was finally beginning to drop and the visibility was excellent. The drab olive shades of the days before were replaced by a fine jade green. My partner decided he wanted to try my Beau-Mac jig. Graciously I gave it to him and switched to a pink jig made by another company. Noel inspected my new jig and looked skeptical. "This thing has an awfully small hook. I'm nor sure it will hold a big fish." I figured, what the hey, they wouldn't sell a jig that wont land a big fish would they? I got my answer soon enough. 

Halfway through the "upper 16 km" run my float went down hard. I set the hook and watched with an open mouth as a huge, double-stripe, buck, steelhead thrashed on the surface. We couldn't see the whole fish but the tail was massive and this wrist looked too big to get a hand around. Then he was gone. I reeled in my jig and saw with dismay that the hook had straightened. I learned my lesson. Never again will I buy a steelhead jig with a crappie size hook! 

To our surprise and dismay day three turned out to be very slow by Kalum River standards. We hooked only five fish, of which we landed three. Of course my partner landed none. It's funny how important attitude can be in steelheading. By day three he was convinced that this just wasn't his trip, so of course it wasn't. I knew by 10:00 in the morning that he would not likely hook a fish. it was apparent in the way he cast methodically but without enthusiasm. 

We left the North Country determined to return next year. If the Copper had been in shape I know we could have doubled our catch. If the Kalum had been in shape we might have quadrupled our catch. And if we had more time we could have explored several other excellent rivers that flow into the Skeena and the Nass. Next year when springtime comes to the north country so will I. 

The day after we left Noel sent me an E-Mail. He fished a single client who landed eight fish including a 25 pound buck from the Camp Creek run. Sometimes the fish Gods not only aren't on your side, they have to tease you as well. 

If You Go... 

The Kalum, Copper and other Terrace area rivers hold good numbers of steelhead from November until May. If you are willing to battle extreme weather fish can be found all winter long. Most locals wait until mid march to begin steelheading. Spring steelheading remains excellent until early May when spring spawning and high water effectively end the season. 

The Copper, which tends to go out easily, is accessible for over fifteen miles by good gravel road. By late November snow blocks the road. If snow pack is heavy the upper Copper may not be accessible until late April. 

The lower Kalum can be fished with a jet sled as soon as the ice is out in the spring and there is enough water. The upper river has very limited bank access. Northwest Fishing Guides are the only ones who can drift boat the upper river in March and April. By May high water lets the jet sleds work the upper river. 

Northwest Fishing Guides house guests in a clean modern lodge on the outskirts of Terrace. Costs are a reasonable $300 US per full fishing day which includes meals, lodging and guiding. Call or fax them at (604) 635-5295. Their Internet address is www.northwestfishingguides.com. Check out their fishing report page at www.northwestfishingguides.com/reports To receive WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail send your name and e-mail address to Noel Gyger They have several 2-hour "year in review" feature videos from 1987 to present for a cost of $20 US each. 

Terrace is a long ways from anywhere in the US or southern B.C. Flying is the only way to go. Air B.C. has daily nonstop, jet flights from Vancouver priced at approximately $300. Call them at 1-800-776-3000. 

Because flights to Terrace leave early in the morning I recommend you overnight in Vancouver. The Richmond Inn has free shuttle service to and from the airport and free parking. Parking at the airport is so expensive it is cheaper to stay at the hotel and park free. Call the Richmond Inn at 1-800-663-0299. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR_____ FAIR__*__GOOD____EXCELLENT____ 

Weather...has been excellent all week and has warmed up quite a bit. Highs of +6 degrees and lows of +2 degrees Celsius. Warm enough for fishing. Access to good water is still difficult but getting better every day. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent; low and clear. The only problem is access with all the snow. Most pools are free of ice. 

Snow conditions:2.5 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots, but melting quickly. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake: Frozen over and folks are out there catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports: 

- North Country Steelhead
by Dave Vedder (Feb. 23/97 report)
- The Kermodei Bear
by Stephanie Wiebe (Feb. 16/97 report)
- May 2nd on the Kalum
by Noel F. Gyger (Feb. 9/97 report)
- British Columbia "The Zipper Mouth"
by Justin Gyger (Feb. 2/97 report)
-12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 January 5

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For December 29, 1996 - January 5, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows Angling Guide Robert Gyger assisting 74 year young guest Mr. Conwin McNair pose this beautiful steelhead he landed with a fly-rod last fall on the Copper River. 
Dear Fishing Friends: 

In the "cold" winter months when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools. I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about fall Coho Salmon fishing on the Skeena River System. The following article was written by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen. I hope you enjoy it. 

For your information Italo Labignan is the C.E.O./C.O.O. of Canadian Sport Fishing Magazine and television show. Kerry Knudsen is the editor of the magazine. 

Big River Mixed Bag - West Coast Bounty 

© 1996 by Italo Labignan 

Trout, Dolly Varden and Salmon share BC’s Skeena 

The classic vision of British Columbia fishing has 18-foot, open boats bobbing gently on the inter-island swells of the Pacific, heavy rods with mooching reels held at ready in case of a salmon attack. But there is a fishing opportunity with bonuses for a limited number of anglers "in the know." That opportunity exists in the majestic rivers of the west coast. 

The area around Terrace has an unbelievable number of rivers - too many to list, but including the Copper, Kasiks, Extew, Kitimat, Kalum and the Skeena. These rivers embody the essence of natural beauty, rushing off the sides of Hazelton Mountains, but they have an additional beauty in the variety of fish species that are available, and that you can fish all year long. 

In July the King of fish, the chinook salmon run up, with individual specimens over 100 pounds. October see cohos up to 20 pounds, while the pinks, chum salmon and sockeye take their turns during July and August. And the winter provides the opportunity for the princely steelhead. Native cutthroats and dolly Vardens are active all year, and British Columbia, of course, in the homeland of the ubiquitous rainbow trout. 

The problem is, water clarity is everything when fishing B.C.’s rivers. Water rushing off the glaciers can combine with seasonal rains and provide off-color, high water, or the rivers can fall and the water can be clear as glass. It is basic; when you are talking about Terrace-area rivers, you are opening a can of worms - a can of worms that really demands the use of a guide because the water flow and color dictate the method you will use for any species. I highly recommend Northwest Fishing Guides in Terrace! 

The upper Skeena, above Terrace, is smaller than the lower river, but it is still a big system by inland standards - much too fast and deep to wade in most sections - and, although the river fisherman’s uniform is the standard; waders and a jacket, the main fishing access is by boat. The waders perform a double function. First, they allow easy entry to and exit from the boat at the many stops you will make in a day. Second, the tail ends of many pools contain hundreds of fish and parts are shallow enough to wade. 

The Skeena is "normal" when the water is high and of average clarity, and a typical drift boat day will provide for comprehensive coverage of two to five miles of river. For people that have not been there, these are BIG rivers, and the pools are five to 12 feet deep and can be over 100 yards wide with long, fast rapids connecting them. 

I had been daydreaming about drift-fishing the Skeena and Kitimat Rivers for months - double-header cohos smashing Hot-Shot plugs off the front of the driftboat and hooking dozens of trophy fish from each pool. After all, the last time Henry and I were here shooting TV programs, the sun was shining, the rivers were in perfect condition and the drift action was non-stop. Now, however, a sudden stream of water running down my neck snapped me back to reality. 

My trip had arrived and I had been drifting for over an hour without a strike. I avoided looking up because the skies were dreary and I didn’t want rain in my face, but looking at the water reminded me that it was lower than normal, and clear - tough conditions to hook cohos. And to make things worse, the word was out that the fishing had been tough! 

I decided to think positive and enjoy the scenery by focusing downriver to sight surface fish. A little downstream and partially around the next bend, I spotted a small group of shore fishermen clustered around one angler fighting a fish. For the most part they looked like rookies wearing only knee-high rubber boots and green, workmen cotton coats soaked with the rain. That didn’t matter, though, because one of them had a salmon. As we drifted by, the anglers looked like a rugby team wrestling with a 15-pound fish. However, they landed their quarry and, to my amazement, added it to several other fish on their strings. I quickly went back over everything I had learned about tough fishing conditions on British Columbia rivers. 

Among the things I recalled as we drifted through the next run were that once you conquer the techniques the fishing can be extremely productive, and that double-and triple-headers are common. Also, it is customary to fight fish from shore, so the guide will move the boat toward the bank as soon as you have a fish on. Clearly, the men on the bank were having success, and they also had my attention. 

For typical Skeena fishing, you need a seven - to 10-foot, soft-action rod of the type now designated "steelhead" rods. In order to approach without spooking the fish, the guide will be holding the drift boat in the current while you let out 100 feet or more of line with such deep diving plugs as a Tad Polly, Hot Shot or Fire Plug. 

Holding the lure against the current will cause it to dive to the bottom and wobble there, a sure enticement to any nearby predator. Plus, the length of line you have out will allow you to move your rod tip toward one shore or the other and cause the plug to swim dozens of feet in either direction. By creeping the boat a few yards downstream at a time, you can get near-total coverage of large pools and runs. 

As the water level drops and the clarity improves, as it had on this day, the fish become more wary of boats. At this time your success will increase by stopping the boats and casting spoons from shore. In addition to having the long, whippy rods, this requires reels capable of handling over 150 yards of 12 - 25- pound test. Spoons seem to work better from shore than do the plugs - typically spoons that flutter less and flash more than others. My top producers have always been something like a Gibbs coho spoon or a Lucky Strike Crocodile. 

In addition to the hardware, roe is standard for cohos. Skeined eggs are the top choice, preserved in borax and served up in gold ball-sized chunks or larger. The roe is run on a leader off a three-way swivel, and weighed from the swivel with up to two ounces of coiled tube lead. This rig is run under a strike indicator consisting of a cylinder of plastic foam through which the line passes twice and coils once. When there is no load on the end of the line, the float can easily be moved up or down the line for depth, but the weight of the bait and sinker holds it firmly in place during the drift. 

I noticed that just below this pool the rest of our group had pulled over and they were casting from shore. In fact, one of them was fighting a fish and another was taking a freshly caught fish to the boat. I immediately asked guide Noel Gyger if we could stop and try casting from shore. We did, and within minutes I was working my Crocodile through the tail of the pool. 

No sooner had I started my retrieve when Henry, one of the fishermen in our group, yelled, "Fish on! It’s a big one." 

The fish fought unbelievably for the next 20 minutes. I couldn’t help watching the fight, and I stopped fishing. After several sizzling runs and bulldog bouts, the fish was landed - a gorgeous 20-pound, brilliant-red, male coho. At the end of the day, everyone had fish to take home and my daydreams had come true. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR__*__ FAIR_____GOOD____EXCELLENT____ 

Weather...Air temperatures have been well below normal for the whole week. Average day time high has be around -7 degrees Celsius. Normal is -3 degrees. The cold snap should be over soon and we all can get back to river fishing. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent due to the cooler weather and no rain. 

Snow conditions: four feet on the ground. 

Kalum River...There is a good run of Steelhead wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake...is frozen over and the ice fishing for trout will start soon, the air temperature has to warm up first. 

Copper (Zymoetz) River...A good run of Steelhead is wintering over in this river. With the extreme cold air temperatures ice flows have been seen floating down the river. 

Index of articles 

- Big River Mixed Bag - West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report) 
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report) 

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records: Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 January 12

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For January 5 - 12, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows John Panenka of Rancho Cordova, CA struggling to pose another 60-pound plus Chinook Salmon his group landed on the Skeena River in mid July 1996. John had the quote of the month for his friends back home when he told them he was "throwing back 60-pounders!" John and his group booked again for the 1997 season! 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

In the "cold" winter months, although getting warmer, when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools… I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about the Kitimat River. The article was written by my nephew, Justin Gyger. I hope you enjoy it. 

British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat by Justin Gyger

The Kitimat river is located 45 minutes south of Terrace, B.C. It is a medium size river which boasts an excellent run of wild and hatchery steelhead. This jewel has produced trophy steelhead reaching into the 25-pound class. 

Steelhead can be caught on a variety of methods such as hot-shoting, fly fishing or spin fishing. The method we employ most often is hot-shoting. Hot shots work well because the oarsman is actually doing most of the work. All the client has to do is sit back, relax and enjoy the scenery, until there is a good strike which requires a hook set. 

The Kitimat is also well suited for the fly fisherman because of the numerous shallow tailouts found along our five mile drift. Fly patterns such as egg imitations, woolly buggers or any classic attractor patterns will work. Water conditions on the Kitimat play a very big part, as with any river, to determine which method or colors you need to employ. 

When the water is low and clear during the month of May, any method will work although this is when I choose to fly fish. If the water colors up, even a small amount the fly bite will drop off, but steelies can still be taken on the hotshots or roe (providing their is no bait ban). When hot-shoting in clear water metallic colors such as silver or gold are your best bet for hook ups while in off colored dictates the use of non-metallic finishes such as pinks, purples or chartreuse. When hot-shoting for Kitimat Ironheads #35 or #25 hotshots are used. We use the larger #25’s towards the end of May because of the possibility of hooking a large Chinook salmon which slowly begin entering the river at this time. The earliest Chinook caught this year was a 40-pounder caught by Gunnar Larsen of Denmark. 

Spring salmon fishing is in full swing during the last two weeks of June to the first week in July. When these Kings enter the river at this time they are bullet chrome silver and so fresh that they still have sea lice on them. Hot-shoting for these 40-pound brutes with magnum size plugs is one of the most productive techniques we use. Although casting lures or bottom bouncing spin in glows can also be very productive. Fly fishing is a possibility providing the water stays low enough to allow your fly to get down to where the slabs are resting. 

The Kitimat river has an average size of approx. 30- pounds with monsters topping 50-pounds are not uncommon. The Kitimat River record is a 74-pound mammoth King. Towards the end of July the big Chinook start to darken but still provide good sport fishing. Also, at this time fresh Chum can be hooked using the methods suggested, especially fly-fishing. When using a fly rod it is important to remember to use at least a 9 weight rod and plenty of backing. Almost any bright pattern will work although blue flys are my personal favorite. The peak of the Chum run is usually around the last week of July and continues the first week of August. Providing the water conditions are favorable, fisherman can expect 12-25 hookups in a single day. Most of the Chum range between 15-20-pounds, some can reach the impressive 25-pound mark. Chum are extremely aggressive, their fighting abilities and power rival that of the mighty Chinook and their acrobatic qualities can be compared to the fighting Coho. For lots of great action on a fly rod Chum are probably your best bet on the Kitimat River. 

Every year there is a "super" run of Coho that start entering the river around mid August with the run peaking around Sept 5th. 

The Kitimat River provides an excellent fishery for young and old alike from mid April to October. The weather can be a little unpredictable in early spring and mid fall so be prepared when you head out for a day of great fishing on the beautiful Kitimat. 

For a better understanding of the wonderful fishing opportunities provided by Northwest Fishing Guides contact Justin Gyger at (250) 554-0834 or send for one of our full color brochures. Also available for $20 US are 2hr. video tapes reviewing great fishing from our previous seasons. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR___ FAIR__*_GOOD____EXCELLENT___ 

Largest caught this week: 15-pound Steelhead Where: Kalum river 

Name of Angler: Randy Marshall 

Weather...is a lot warmer. Daytime highs all week have been around +3 degrees Celsius with lows to 0 degrees. Mainly cloudy with a chance of showers for the next few days as the warming trend holds. 

Water conditions...on all rivers is excellent, low and clear. 

Snow conditions: three and a half feet. Lost six inches since last week, some of it has melted. 

Kalum River...The upper end is not frozen over and folks are hooking and landing Steelhead. 

Lakelse River...A good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake... The lake is frozen over and ice fishing has started. Another good lake to ice fish is Mud lake. 

Index of articles in fishing reports: 

- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report)

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records:Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 January 19

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For January 12 - 19, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows two average (30-pound) size Kitimat River Chinook Salmon that Karl Bruhn is referring to in his article below. This river has a power boat ban so we use drift boats exclusively. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

Just a reminder to keep an eye out on the ESPN television schedule because those two shows we shot with John Barrett for the "Flyfishing the World" series are expected to air this month. If I get more information regarding dates and times, I’ll let you know. Plus - the article written for the "Salmon Trout Steelheader" magazine by Dave Vedder titled "North Country Spring Time Steelhead" will soon be on the news stands. It’s in the February - March issue. 

For those of you who have access to a west coast magazine called "Northwest Fishing Holes" check-out the latest issue,(Jan/Feb. 97) for on page 22 there is a nice "center spread" article titled "Early Spring on BC’s Kitsumkalum" written by Jack W. Berryman. 

I just received our "new" black and white brochures. They are not as flashy or as big as the old ones but contain more print information and less photos. They’re 8.5 x 11 inches (3.75 x 8.5 inches when folded) and only contain three black and white photos of our lodge record Chinook, Coho and Steelhead. Let me know if you want me to send you some. 

In the "cold" winter months, although getting warmer, when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools… I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about Skeena Country Chinook. The article was written by Karl Bruhn. I hope you enjoy it. 

For your information, Karl Bruhn is the editor of "BC Outdoors" magazine which is the largest in British Columbia and published 8 times per year. 

FISHING COUNTRY Skeena Country Chinook
© 1992 by Karl Bruhn 

Chinook salmon as heavy as 107-lbs. have been taken in the Skeena River. Just because no angler has ever managed to land one of that size, it hasn’t been for lack of trying. Hundreds flock to the Skeena each summer hoping to test the outer limits of what can be achieved by rod, reel and monofilament. Understand, we’re talking dolphin-sized fish here. The river record, held by Heinz Wickman of Terrace, stands at 92.5-lbs. The chances of hooking fish in the 70 to 80-lb. class are good to excellent, depending on water conditions. Hanging on long enough to bring one to the beach is something else again. 

Seasoned Skeena-country river fishers regularly pack heavy-duty leather work gloves as part of their fishing kit. Even so, jamming a gloved thumb into the swirling spool of an Ambassadeur 7000 reel has its perils. Attach an 80-lb. panic-driven Chinook salmon to 40-lb. test line, add an average current speed of 10 km/hr and even work-glove leather will smoke. With the reel’s drag snugged down as tight as line test will permit, merely hanging on to the rod can be challenge enough. Add the fact that 90 per cent of Chinook coming to the Skeena system are wild fish, and we enter the realm of angling legend. 

As often as not, the uneven contest is over long before the bemused angler even realizes a possible world-record fish was within grasp. Here’s seasoned Skeena River guide Noel Gyger recounting his first real chance to beach a record fish: "I started fishing at 5:00 a.m. had a few hits, then at 6:00 a.m. set the hook on a possible world-record Chinook. 

The 40-lb.-test line streamed off my level-wind reel as I tried to slow the fish down. It was a big fish and I was in trouble. I yelled across the river where two other fishermen had a river boat, hoping they would bring the boat over and we could chase the fish down stream. They said they couldn’t help me as they did not have enough gas. 

"A minute later, with only a few turns of line left on the spool, I tightened the drag, thumbed the spool until it stopped losing line and hung on. Snap, the line broke, rupturing the 40-lb test and leaving it frayed and stretched. From that moment on I knew you needed a plan to land those big fish. The big one always gets away." 

The following year, Noel returned to the Kitsumkalum River, a major Skeena tributary, with three friends and a river boat. Following a hair-raising chase up and down the river, often at near-full throttle speeds, they managed to land a new record for the river - 83.5-lbs. - too big for the full-sized salmon net they had brought along. That record was later broken by an 85-lb. Kalum River fish. Like the main Skeena itself, fish weighing more than 100-lbs. have been recorded in the Kalum, so it is only a matter of time before the new record is broken as well. 

Until last summer I had never fished for Chinook salmon in fresh water. Years back I had seen large Chinook caught in the Nass River system just to the north of the Skeena. The fish were taken on the spawning grounds in August and were either spawned out or actively spawning. That fishery, now mercifully closed, was the antitheses of everything I believed in as an angler. So I had more than a few qualms about heading north to the Terrace area to test the now world-renowned Skeena River Chinook fishery. 

Noel prepared us for the fishing trip by dropping off about six hours worth of video-taped Chinook-fishing mayhem, most of it featuring the Skeena and its tributaries. What we saw was mind-boggling. Most of the fish pictured were silver-bright, fresh-run fish and all of them were huge. I don’t think I saw one fish as "small" as my personal best, at 46.6-lb. Kingcome Inlet Chinook. Despite the non-stop fishing action, it was the release scenes which had the biggest impact. Picture an angler walking into the river beside a Chinook salmon so large that its back is level with the angler’s knees. They seem too big to fish, I don’t think there’s a landing net made that will contain them. (Noel sells videos, contact him at P.O. Box 434, Terrace, B.C. V8G 4B1) 

Timing, as every fisherman knows, is everything when it comes to fishing rivers and we were either too late or too early to fish the Skeena Chinook run. June is the worst month on the Skeena as the river is high and dirty with spring snow melt. The fish enter the river as early as April, but the fishing season normally starts in May with most of the action centered on the Kalum River run. June is virtually unfishable, but the Skeena begins to clear in July. The best two weeks of the year, both in terms of water clarity and fish size, are the last two weeks of July and the first week of August (remember, we’re talking only about Chinook salmon; Coho and Steelhead times are different). Fortunately for us, the nearby Kitimat River was in good shape and reports were that a fresh run of fish had just entered the river. 

Unlike the Skeena system, the Kitimat River runs consists almost entirely of hatchery fish. The $10 million Salmonid Enhancement Program hatchery on the river pumps in so many fish that locals boast the Kitimat holds more fish than any other river of its size in the world. Chinook first enter the river in June with numbers increasing steadily through July. Mid to late July is probably the best bet in terms of numbers of fish. Early August is still considered good, but the fish will be darker in color and a few fresh fish will be entering the river. 

We caught the early stages of the run and all the fish we saw were uniformly bright and obviously just in from tidewater. The Kitimat is an easy river to drift with no rapids and many long pools in the stretch most used by anglers. Boat angler were vastly out-numbered by bank fishers, with most of the effort concentrated in the immediate vicinity of Kitimat. 

Bank fishing is many times more difficult than fishing the river from a boat, something which also holds true for the Skeena on most rivers in general. All river bank areas with ready access will be crowded with anglers. Rods are normally set side by side in holders along the bank. It is nothing to see 35 or 40 rods in a row covering a good pool. When a fish hits, everyone jumps into position and begin reeling like mad to clear their lines and give the lucky angler a chance to do battle unimpeded. As might be expected in such shoulder-to-shoulder angling conditions, tempers tend to flare and co-operation is often stretched to the breaking point. Since the majority of anglers are local folks who know each other, there’s a genuine feeling of camaraderie and landing fish is most often a co-operative effort. 

Drifting is definitely the way to go though, if at all possible. During our two day-long drifts down the Kitimat River we saw everything from top-of-the-line river drift boats to battered tin boats, inflatables and canoes. And people everywhere were catching fish, mostly in the 40 to 50-lb. range. Kitimat Chinook are smaller than Skeena River fish, with the average sizes slightly better than 30-lbs. Good numbers in the 50-lb. - plus range are taken each year and that’s what I was hoping for as we began working the first good pool. 

Noel’s favourite method for taking river Chinook is a technique know as pulling plugs. This method has not been well received in B.C. since we tend to fish our rivers by wading from the bank. Pulling plugs consists of sweeping through a run trolling Hot Shot plugs downstream ahead of the boat. By rowing against the river’s current, enough tension is maintained on the lines to keep the plugs bouncing along the bottom. By sweeping the boat back and forth across the current, every inch of the run is covered. It’s an obviously effective method, but the only person in the boat who is actively fishing is the person on the oars. Everyone else sits back and waits for the fish to take hold. It’s great for guides since they control the entire process, deciding which pools to fish, where to fish them and how long to linger. For those used to doing their own fishing, it can be disconcerting. For bank fishers who have spent the entire morning hiking into a favourite pool only to find a boat load of "sports" diligently trolling every nook and cranny, it can be downright infuriating. 

All the best guides, Noel among them, realize they have a huge advantage over shore-bound anglers and go out of their way to avoid confrontation. To Noel’s credit, any pool being worked by shore anglers was given a wide berth or avoided altogether. As it happened, we were on a lonely stretch of river accessible only by boat when my rod doubled over and the old single-action reel screamed its protest. The next few minutes remain a blur. I know I was standing, rod in hand, palming the reel and the boat careening down-river, the shoreline trees a vague blur. Then the fish jumped, three times in succession. The big silver fish seemed out of all proportion to the size of the river. 

Noel beached the boat at the top of a long, calm pool and I leaped out to continue the give-and-take tussle from firmer footing. Noel had warned that big Chinook will hug bottom and just sit there, defying any effort to budge them more than an inch or two. True to form, following several line-peeling runs, the fish dogged it on the bottom. The combination of heavy fish and river current is alone enough to out-power standard fishing gear. I could do little but maintain as much pressure as possible and hope the fish tired before the line parted. Had the fish been truly heavy, a 75 or 80-lb. Skeena River Chinook, I doubt the stand-off would have lasted very long. At 45-lbs., my standard saltwater tackle was just equal to the task of besting the fresh-run fish and we soon had it on the river’s edge. After a few quick photos, it was carefully released. We beached three fish that day and hit a total of six, most of which came unbuttoned immediately, almost as if they had merely taken a passing swipe at the annoying plug rattling against the river gravel. 

For all its effectiveness, pulling plugs is not popular. Most other boat anglers we saw set anchor over likely looking water and cast heavy spoons such as the ever-popular Crocodiles. In fact, that 92.5 lb. Skeena record Chinook was taken on a Croc. fished in the approved bottom-bouncing manner. Heavy-duty saltwater spinning reels were favoured by both bank and boat anglers, although for plug-pulling a typical B.C. style mooching reel works well, even if the level winds are considered standard. Don’t contemplate anything smaller than an Ambassadeur 7000 for level winds or full-size moochers for sing-action reels. My reel was spooled with 20-pound test line which, in retrospect, seemed far to light. Pack your reel with all the 40-lb. line it will hold. Chances are you’ll wish you had more line capacity, especially if fishing from shore where following a fish for any distance is virtually impossible. 

Unless you know your way around the Skeena, including its many tributaries and neighbouring rivers such as the Kitimat, a guide makes sense, even for one outing. The guides fish every day of the season, know the river and it holding spots intimately and give good value for the money. Guides are not needed for bank fishing, but make a point of visiting one or more several excellent tackle shops in Terrace. I did not know they made spin and glows that big - about the size of a large man’s fist - until I visited a Terrace tackle shop. Bank fishing for Chinook salmon is a world unto itself and the place to start learning is a good tackle shop. 

CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR____FAIR__*__GOOD____EXCELLENT___ 

Weather...has been excellent all week but on the cool side with highs of +1 degree and lows of -5 degrees Celsius. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. Low and clear. 

Snow conditions:3.5 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake... is frozen over and folks are out their catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook 
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report) 

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records: Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
1997 January 26

NORTHWEST B.C. WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS

Fishing Report For January 19 - 26, 1997 
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The photo of the week shows a very nice catch of Skeena River Chinook Salmon caught on July 24, 1996. Three fish are average size, one fish is above average. 

Dear Fishing Friends: 

In the "cold" winter months, although getting warmer, when the Steelhead fishing is limited to two rivers in our area and only a few pools… I’m pleased to present articles and stories written about fishing in our wonderful area. I guess we are lucky, because some areas have no pools to fish at all. These articles were written by myself and others. This week's article is about fishing on the Kitimat River. I hope you enjoy it. 

12 Seasons of Fishing the Kitimat 

© 1992 by Noel F. Gyger 

Years ago in the 1950’s and 60’s, the Kitimat River was almost destroyed by man and nature. The usual culprits, pollution, over-logging and logging too close to the river banks combined with exceptional heavy rains to cause floods which changed the river’s course and damaged the natural spawn. 

To offset these damages, the Kitimat River hatchery was completed in 1983. It was built with funding from the Federal/Provincial Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) at a capital cost of $10 million. The SEP program is designed to rebuild endangered salmon and steelhead to their former levels of abundance. At the Kitimat hatchery stocks of five species of salmonids are incubated, reared, and returned to their natal streams. As a "satellite" facility, the hatchery operation enhances outlying areas (Bish Creek, Dala and Kildala rivers) as well as the Kitimat system. A unique association with Eurocan Pulp and Paper Co. provides warm water to the hatchery for fish rearing and pumphouse de-icing. 

In the summer months, guided hatchery tours are available. Hundreds of thousands of juvenile coho and steelhead can be observed. Also, depending on circumstances and time, large adult chinook may be observed. Children in particular take great pleasure in feeding the juvenile coho. The life history of the various species at the hatchery is described. Appointments are necessary due to limited space and high interest in the operation. 

With these hatchery returns added to the natural wild stocks, sportfishing is absolutely fantastic! 

The following year-round diary for sport fishing on the Kitimat River was written by the late T.H. (Tom) Martin (a very good friend and sportsman). Tom passed away in 1987. 

APRIL 

Steelhead and cutthroat trout -- most steelhead in the Kitimat River will be in the eight-to 12-pound range, although with a little luck, you can pick up the odd steelhead in the 20 to 25-pound bracket. Any steelhead over fifteen pounds is considered large for this river. Depending on the type of water you are fishing, you can vary your terminal tackle to the method you prefer to fish, as the water temperature will now be slowly increasing. By far the most popular method is the use of roe. Small lures, Gooybobs, Flatfish, Spin-n Glows and even flies, will produce well in the right water condition. For cutthroat flies are by far the best, although small lures and bait do work. 

MAY 

Steelhead, cutthroat and chinook (springs) -- The first part of May is still good for fresh steelhead, but by mid-month, you will get more and more dark fish. Fishing for cutthroat is still good for all of May, but will taper off as the river starts to pick up glacial silt at the end of May or the beginning of June. Springs will be starting their migration up the river, but fishing strictly for springs at this time will be slow on most days. What I usually do is fish for steelhead for the first two or three hours of the day and if I’m not hitting steelhead, I put on a large flash lure and try for springs. Although the river does not have many cutthroat trout, there are a fair number of them. Most cutthroat you catch will be from 3/4 to 1 3/4 pounds. A 2 1/2 pound cutthroat is large for this river, but I did land a beautiful five-pounder on a fly last year. 

JUNE 

Chinook (springs) -- The first week or so can still be a little slow for springs, but by the 10th of June, you can expect to catch these large fish regularly. Springs up to 45 pounds are common on this river, and with any luck at all, you can expect fish up to 50 pounds. There are larger springs in the river, but it is not very often they are landed, since the majority of people fish from shore and once a chinook is hooked, it either heads for the ocean or finds some snag in the river to break your line. These larger springs are not as common as they are in some other rivers in this area, but if you can manage to land one, or even have one on for any length of time, it will be an unforgettable experience. 

JULY 

Chinook (springs), coho -- The whole month is good for fresh, silver, spring salmon. At the beginning of the spring run, I usually fish with lures and then switch to Spin-n-Glows as the run progresses. As the end of the run approaches, I use smaller and smaller Spin-n-Glows if water conditions permit. With the warmer waters of July, springs put up a much better fight and it is not uncommon to see even the largest of these fish become airborne numerous times in their fight for freedom. 

By the end of the first week in July, I start to fish exclusively in the upper reaches of the river. Coho begin appearing in the river now, but they are mainly small fish in the two-to six-pound range. Coho are seldom taken at this time of year in the lower part of the river, they seem to congregate in the slower moving, deep pools above the townsite. 

AUGUST 

Springs, coho, cutthroat -- At the beginning of the month, there are plenty of fresh springs in the river, but by mid-month, most of these fish will be turning colour or will already have turned. This is the time of year when I have good luck fishing for Chinook with No. 6 or No. 8 Spin-n-Glows, in the quieter, deeper holding pools upriver. The end of July and beginning of August is also when I get the majority of big springs. 

All through the month of August, the number of coho in the river keeps increasing and by the last week of August, the larger, northern coho have started their migration upriver. These northern coho are larger than the earlier run of fish and weigh between 10 and 16 pounds with the average weight about 12 or 13 pounds. Some of these coho can weigh up to 26 pounds. When summer is just about over, the glacial silt in the rivers starts to disappear and as this happens, the river clears and fishing for cutthroat improves dramatically. As I’ve mentioned, fly-fishing for these sea-run trout is the best method, and the "Flatfish" plug is another good bet. When fly-fishing, use bright attractor fly patterns. 

SEPTEMBER 

Coho, cutthroat -- As long as there is not too much rain and the river remains relatively clear, fishing for coho is fantastic in this semi-warm month of the year. Fresh coho are steadily coming in and the fish stack up in the holding areas waiting for high water conditions. The fish will hit anything, even straight white wool on a hook. Even fly fishermen may be in for a surprise. 

OCTOBER 

Coho, cutthroat -- This is a good month for both of these species. As long as the river remains clear, the fishing can be great. But as soon as the fall rains begin, causing the river to come up and get muddy, the fishing will be over for coho. Virtually all the coho will turn dark and a lot of them will disappear into the small creeks which now have enough water for salmon to spawn. This usually happens sometime around the end of the first week or if we’re lucky, just after the middle of the month. If you want to fish for cutthroat, these beautiful sea-run trout are still in the river well into November and even later if the river does not freeze over. 

OCTOBER to FEBRUARY 

During these months, when the Kitimat River is not producing, don’t give up. There are other rivers in the area that will still produce some very good fishing for steelhead if you want to brave the chilly rains and cold weather of winter. Three of these rivers are the Lakelse River, Kalum and Copper rivers. These rivers can still have coho in them in October. The Lakelse River is one of the best fly-fishing rivers that I know of, and the only way I personally fish this river is with a fly-rod, catch-and release. 

With year-round fishing, we live in a fisherman’s paradise, and I fully intend to make use of that fact for as long as I’m able. 

KITIMAT RIVER HATCHERY PRODUCTION 

	Species
Chinook
Coho
Chum
Steelhead
Cutthroat 
	No Juveniles Released
2,000,000
600,000
7,000,000
50,000
5,000 (experimental)
	Projected Adult Returns
60,000
60,000
150,000
3,000
250


CURRENT REPORT: 

Type of fish caught: Steelhead 

Fishing this week: POOR__*_FAIR____GOOD____EXCELLENT___ 

Weather...has been excellent all week but on the cool side with highs of only -8 degrees and lows of - 20 degrees Celsius. Just too cold for fishing. 

Water conditions...on all rivers are excellent. Low and clear. 

Snow conditions...3.5 feet 

Kalum River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Skeena River...Frozen over in most spots. 

Lakelse River...A very good run of Steelhead are wintering over in this river. 

Lakelse Lake... is frozen over and folks are out their catching Cutthroat and Dolly’s through holes in the ice. 

Index of articles located in fishing reports... 

- 12 Season of Fishing the Kitimat
by Noel F. Gyger (Jan. 26/97 report)
- FISHING COUNTY -- Skeena Country Chinook
by Karl Bruhn (Jan. 19/97 report)
- Big River Mixed Bag -- West Coast Bounty
by Italo Labignan with Kerry Knudsen (Jan. 5/97 report)
- Born To Be Wild
by Mark Krupa (Dec. 29/96 report)
- Landing a Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 8/96 report)
- The Skeena For World Record Chinook
by Noel F. Gyger (Dec. 15/96 report)
- Five Days in Paradise
by Dave Vedder (Dec. 22/96 report)
- British Columbia -- Seasons Of The Kitimat
by Justin Gyger (Jan. 12/97 report)

Northwest Fishing Guides Lodge Records: Chinook Salmon 83-pounds (photo in report December 8/96), Coho Salmon 27-pounds (photo in report April 7/96 and Steelhead 32-pounds (photo in report March 3/96) 

Catch & Release formula...Chinook: girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000. Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches) 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS and PHOTOS via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to: Noel Gyger 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel F. Gyger
